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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
2020 was to be the year of clear vision. Just when we thought
we had it all figured out, life taught us another lesson and
when we opened our eyes again, the year had been turned
upside down and back to front.

sold in our shops. We learnt to do online shopping. Our skies
were clear as all local and international travel was cancelled.
Financially, the world suffered even though petrol was the
cheapest it had been in a long time.

Wow – what a year!

Creativity flourished – as did our baking skills. Our wonderful
virtual recipe book compiled by our PTA will hopefully help
us all to continue developing our culinary talents for many
years to come. Staying at home and having free access to
the fridge was also a great indulgence that many of us will
struggle to shed for years to come. Eventually, we were
permitted to exercise for three hours per day, and this was a
huge relief, allowing us to take a break from puzzle-building
and card games.

From around the world we continued to receive news of
terrible disasters, Australia’s massive bushfires, an explosion
in Beirut port killing more than 150 people, terrible storms in
the USA, the Middle East and the UK, an aeroplane crash in
India, and the COVID-19 pandemic which eventually affected
the whole world, and put South Africa into a level 5 lockdown.
Our positive mindset training and focus on values over the past
few years ensured that we were able to use our understanding
of resilience in dealing with all these challenges.

L

ockdown provided time to
reconnect with our families,
for nature to heal and for all
of us to learn about a predicted

‘new normal’. g

Zoom and TEAMS meetings have now become the norm,
with hockey coaching, ballet and music lessons being taught
remotely. No sport was permitted and only essentials were
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Initially, we were opposed to and found it
uncomfortable wearing face masks, but eventually
changed them into a creative display. Our hands have
been sanitized and washed countless times per day,
and we have become used to tapping our toe at each
and every sanitising station.
We all learnt a new model of learning and teaching.
A huge thank you to our teachers and parents for
embracing this adjustment. We waited patiently for
President Cyril Ramaphosa to address the nation and
provide guidance on when we could eventually return
to school. School and exams were cancelled, then reopened, but again altered and we were all very confused.
Finally, we all returned to school at 50% capacity and we
missed seeing our friends who were in the other group
attending on alternate days. Hopefully by the time this is
in print we will all be back for the full week.
Our sympathies extend to families who lost loved
ones during this time, to those who have struggled
to recover and regain their strength after contracting
the virus and our thanks go to the medical personnel
who were on the front line of care.
The wish is now to return to a familiar routine; one filled
with hope, excitement and opportunity. As the year
draws to a close and we reflect on the 20/20 vision,
we trust that you too will see the beauty around you,
appreciate the blessings and be thankful for all the
special people who have made this year so memorable.
This magazine is different this year - a reflection on
the unique and certainly very different year we’ve
had in 2020. Just as our learning and teaching had
to think outside of the box, so too did our magazine
team in preparing content, planning photographs
and designing the final layout. We hope you enjoy the
creative and interactive read!
Special thanks to the amazing team at Wynberg Girls’
Junior School – teachers, support staff, admin staff,
parents, SGB, PTA and our community. It takes a village
to raise a child and build the memories that we will all
carry for life.

– Mrs Dee Cawcutt
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STAFF NEWS
We were very happy to expand our wonderful team by
welcoming new staff members who joined us at various points
in the year:

New staff:
We welcomed Ms Nandipha Mkonwana and Ms Pumza
Mzingeli who joined our Support Team, Miss Bronwyn Pieters
and Miss Zoë Lightly in the music department, Miss Cassie
Taylor in Grade R as maternity relief for Mrs Ebrahim, Miss Kayle
Rhoda in Grade 3, Mrs Ellie Shortall as our school counsellor,
Miss Catherine Futter in Learning Support and Ms Judy Sackim
in our Senior Aftercare. We also welcomed Miss Megan Heiberg
into Grade 5, Mrs Julie Laubscher into Grade 7 as well as as Mrs
Leigh Beukes in the front office.

It was a big year – and during lockdown, we also celebrated a
few milestone birthdays. We extend our wishes to Miss Lyrece
Pulford and Miss Kristen Arendse on their 21st birthdays, as well
as to Mrs Erica Swanson and Mrs Michelle Bell who celebrated
turning 50 and Mrs Julie Laubscher on her 60th birthday.

Marriages:

Farewells:

We love our big family and we were pleased to expand it even
more this year, despite all the challenges. We congratulate
Miss Ann Bam on her marriage to Mr Ian Stanbridge, Miss
Asma Sydow on her marriage to Mr Siraaj Daniels, Miss
Bianca Abrahamse on her marriage to Mr Robin Ramedies,
Mrs Ellie Shortall on her marriage to Mr Nathan Woodman,
Miss Adele Johannisen on her marriage to Mr Ricardo Titus
as well as Miss Kirsten Bing on her engagement to Mr Simon
Blampied and Miss Meghan Heiberg on her engagement to
Mr Luc Gendron.

While the year certainly had lots to celebrate despite the global
pandemic, we also shared a few sad moments when we bid
farewell to some members of staff who moved on to pursue new
adventures. We bid a fond farewell to Mr Matthew Dennis who
left to pursue a new career path in machine learning, Mrs Thalia
Philander who left to teach closer to her home, Mr Rion Morris
who took up a new career opportunity, Mrs Jennifer September
and Ms Phumla Ngxokozela who both decided to retire and
spend more time with their respective families, Mr Anton Moisey
who decided to change career paths and Ms Kristin Arendse who
took up a new post at Springfield Convent School. We also bid
farewell to Mrs Nuha Ebrahim who decided after her maternity
leave to remain at home with her family and to Mr Innocent
Gagazi who took up a position at Rondebosch Boys Preparatory
as well as Mrs Asma Daniels who decided to spread her wings
after receiving her teaching qualification.

Family News:
If the sound of wedding bells in the air was not enough – we
were incredibly happy to hear the pitter patter of more little
feet joining our Wynberg family as we congratulated: Mr and
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Mrs Naadir & Nuha Ebrahim on birth of their son, Haroon,
Mr and Mrs Matthew and Tori Dennis on the birth of their
daughter, Isabelle, Mr and Mrs Innocent and Fiki Gagazi on
the birth of their daughter, Kungentando and Mr and Mrs Ian
and Ann Stanbridge on the birth of their daughter Michaela
and Miss Chantal Adams and Byron Peters on the birth of their
daughter Amelia.

Milestone Birthdays:

Finally, we bid a bitter-sweet farewell to our Deputy Principal,
Mrs Coralie Thompson, who will be taking up the position of
Principal at Sun Valley Primary from January 2021. See page 8
for some farewell wishes to Mrs Thompson.

while social distancing in Aliwal Road, Mr Gift Matyumza and
Mr Beleko and Mr Fiphaza, our friendly security guards who
stepped up to the plate and assisted us in adhering to the
numerous Covid-19 safety protocols that were put in place.

Thanks:

Our special thanks this year also go to our Covid-19 Command
Council (Mrs Wendilee Melle, Mrs Ashleigh Lindsay, Mrs Ellie
Shortall, Mr Stuart Buckley and Mr Ryan Pillay) for their tireless
efforts throughout the pandemic in keeping us all safe and healthy
at school. We also extend a special thank you to Dr Lindy DicksonHall who has for many years, but even more so this year, spent
many hours sharing medical advice with our team so that we can
ensure a safe and healthy environment for our staff and learners.

Our Wynberg team is exactly that – a team, and there are
so many factors and people who contribute in numerous
ways to help us make WGJS the wonderful school that it is.
It has been an especially difficult year due to the Covid-19
pandemic and so our heartfelt thanks go to Aunty Sharon
Rhode – for helping us direct traffic and keep learners safe

Our Wynberg team is exactly that – A TEAM g
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STAFF OF 2020

DEE CAWCUTT
Principal

CORALIE THOMPSON
Deputy Principal

COLLEEN LEA
Admissions

NICKI CONRADIE
Principal’s PA

LEIGH BEUKES
Receptionist

WANIKA DAVIDS
Marketing Manager

JUANITA YARDIN
Business Manager

DEZANNE BARNES
Debtors Clerk

ERICA SWANSON
Finance Administrator

ANTON MOISEY
IT Manager

LOUISE EMKIE
Uniform Shop

KATELYN LANGDON
Head of Curriculum Sport

ASHLEIGH LINDSAY
Head of Sport

WENDY SERGEANT
Head of Art

COLLEEN HART
Head of Music

KATRINA MCFARLANE
Head of Language

GIZELLE SIMPSON
Head of Digital Innovation

SARAH HANEKOM
Grade R1

NUHA EBRAHIM
Grade R2

CASSIE TAYLOR
Grade R2

TAMARA FERNANDES
Grade R3

PIXIE HAY
Grade R4

ADELE TITUS
Grade 1A

ILLZE BEZUIDENHOUT
Grade 1B

MICHELLE BELL
Grade 1C (FP HOD)

KERRI YOUNG
Grade 1D

LAUREN FURTER
Grade 2A

KIRSTEN BING
Grade 2B

CAROLINE WOODIN
Grade 2C

KATHLEEN BISHOF
Grade 3A

AMY FREEMANTLE
Grade 3B

KAYLE RHODA
Grade 3C

CARLA PUCCINI
Grade 4A

GABRIELA WILLIS
Grade 4B

LIEZEL BENJAFIELD
Grade 4C

ELOISE BILLINGHAM
Grade 5A (ISP HOD)

Staff of 2020
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STAFF OF 2020

BIANCA RAMEDIES
Grade 5B

MEGHAN HEIBERG
Grade 5C

CAITLIN BRANDT
Grade 6A

NICOLE HOEK
Grade 6B

LEE-ANN SAUERMAN
Grade 6C

DEIDRE BOTES
Grade 7A

MEGAN MCCURRACH
Grade 7B

JULIE LAUBSCHER
Grade 7C

WENDILEE MELLE
Literacy Lounge Curator

ELLIE SHORTALL
School Counsellor

CATHERINE FUTTER
Learning Support

BRONWYN PIETERS
Music Educator

ZOE LIGHTLEY
Music Educator

TAMAY PETERS
Music Educator

RYAN PILLAY
Head of Hockey

MELANIE WAGNER
Head of Swimming

CHANTAL ADAMS
Teaching Assistant

ANN STANBRIDGE
Intern

ASMA DANIELS
Intern

CAILYN CASWELL
Intern

LYRECE PULFORD
Intern

KRISTEN ARENDSE
Intern

BIANCA BRAND
Intern

JENNIFER SEPTEMBER
Senior Aftercare

LORETTA FREDERICKS
Senior Aftercare

JUDY SACKIM
Senior Aftercare

BRIAN SMITH
Support Team Foreman

STUART BUCKLEY
Asset Manager

ARCHIE SOLOMONS
Support Team

INNOCENT GAGAZI
Support Team

OTHELIA VISAGIE
Support Team

CHARMAIN MZWENI
Support Team

MAGDALENA WILLIAMS
Support Team

NANDIPHA MKONWANA
Support Team

RUWEIDA HENDRICKS
Support Team

PUMZA MZINGELI
Support Team

Staff of 2020
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FAREWELL MRS THOMPSON
While we are very sad to bid Mrs Thompson farewell,
we are exceptionally proud of her achievement and
appointment to the role of Principal at Sun Valley
Primary School. Mrs Thompson has given so much
to all at Wynberg – always going the extra mile and
being available to lend a helping hand or a listening
ear to staff, parents and our girls. Though we will miss
her greatly at WGJS, we are excited for what the future
holds for her. We will be sure to follow her journey to
see the great things she’s bound to do!”

– Mrs Dee Cawcutt

A farewell message from
Mrs Thompson

I have been associated with the Wynberg Campus
of Schools since 2001 and have many wonderful
memories working with the entire campus. Thank you
to the WGJS parents, staff and girls for the amazing
five and a half years that I have been here. It has been
so rewarding working with staff and girls who are
motivated to always look for new challenges and to
adapt to our fast changing world.
I am privileged to have been part of the transformation
of our learning spaces into welcoming and exciting
places to learn. Wynberg Girls’ Junior offers world class
facilities and I am so thankful for the experience and
growth that I have received in my time here.
I will surely miss “molo titshalakazi” with my Grade 1s
and 2s and their openness to learn a new language.
The teachers here work as a team and I am going to
miss all the special bonds and friendships.”
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CHAIRMAN’S
SECTION REPORT
HEAD

T

o say that 2020 was a
challenging year, might
be an understatement.

g

The whole world found itself in the midst of the Covid-19
pandemic. It brought a total unpredictability to our lives. We
simply had to find a way to deal with the “new normal”.
As the SGB, we had regular virtual meetings to ensure good
governance of the school.
During these unprecedented times, our educators were
working hard to ensure teaching could begin seamlessly and
effortlessly on the return of our daughters to their classrooms.
All protocols and measures were in place to ensure the health
and safety of our staff and learners.
Whilst throughout the country it may take a while for
normality to return, WGJS will continue to provide all learners
with the excellent education it has come to be expected from
this school.
In this regard, I wish to sincerely thank our parents for your
continuing support in diligently paying your school fees.
To Mrs. Cawcutt and her management team, the educators
and support staff, a big thank you to all of you for going
beyond the call of duty especially during this challenging year.
To my fellow SGB members, a huge thank you for your time,
expertise and support.

Finally during these unprecedented times, I think it would be
appropriate to reflect on the words of Saint Mother Theresa:

None of us, including me, ever do
great things. But we can all do small
things, with great love, and together
we can do something wonderful.”

– Mother Teresa
M.J. Hess

CHAIRMAN
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LEADERSHIP
HEAD OF PILLARS
ACADEMIC

SPORT

SERVICE

CULTURE

PILLAR HEAD

PILLAR HEAD

PILLAR HEAD

PILLAR HEAD

AASIYAH BAILEY

CAITLIN BELL

KRISTA ROMAN

LANA WILLIAMS

MUSIC CAPTAINS
SENIOR CHOIR

VC

C

HANIM JACKSON

VOCAL ENSEMBLE

CARREY GIFFARD

MARIMBA A

C

LANA WILLIAMS

VC

C

JORJA BAILEY

ORCHESTRA

KHOLO MBUYAZI

STRING ENSEMBLE

VC

JENNA VAN NIEKERK

C

JORJA FAULMANN

VC

C

GEMMA HARRIS

JORJA FAULMANN

WIND ENSEMBLE

VC

SHRIYA PARBHOO

VC

C

AMBER PATERSON

CAITLIN BELL

Leadership
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SPORTS CAPTAINS
SWIMMING

WATER POLO

VC

C

GEMMA HARRIS

AMBER PATERSON

CROSS COUNTRY

KIEVA RAMSAY

AASIYAH BAILEY

KHOLO MBUYAZI

HOCKEY

VC

C

VC

C

VC

C

NA’ILA VAN GRAAN

CAITLIN BELL

AASIYAH BAILEY

TENNIS

VC

C

JORJA BAILEY

RYLEE VAN RENSBURG

CHESS

VC

C

MICHAELA CHIKWETE

NETBALL

EMILY SIMONS

C

LIRANDZU SIMANGO

GENERAL
KNOWLEDGE CAPTAIN

ART
CAPTAIN

SCIENCE EXPO
CAPTAIN

ISABELLA SMUTS

KENSEY ARMSTRONG

TATUM BARNES

Leadership
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HOUSE CAPTAINS

E
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Transforming our House Names
A few years ago, in conjunction with Wynberg Girls’ High
School (WGHS), we committed ourselves to a journey of
transformation, with a view of creating a more inclusive
space. In this time, we have addressed many things including
updating our uniform to include trousers and an optional hijab.

names we did not intend to erase or change anyone’s memory
of their time at Wynberg, but rather aimed to acknowledge
the hurt that the names inflicted for some and change them
to something more relevant to our South African community
and heritage.

The renaming of the Houses within our school was the next
step, and one that had been an ongoing discussion for some
time. Toward the end of 2019, we sent out a survey to engage
parents, learners and staff about their feelings on the possible
House name change.

We collaborated with Wynberg Girls’ High School whose House
Renaming Committee was tasked to take all the suggestions
received in the survey responses from last year, and create
categories that included all of those suggestions.

While for some the previous House names did not have a
huge impact, the reality was that many of the original WGHS
Houses were named after things associated with the Duke of
Wellington, and therefore, could have been hurtful as they
are associated with Wynberg Girls’ Schools’ colonial past (as
a collective).

A number of factors were considered when choosing the
various categories that would be up for a vote. These included,
but were not limited to: the need for 8 potential names from one
category (to account for WGHS’ eight houses; the translations of
categories and their potential names and the meanings thereof
– to ensure that none could be potentially offensive; the ability
of potential category names to be used as chants and so on.

In this way, the original names of the houses were extremely
problematic to some of our past and present learners and
staff, and evoked feelings of exclusion. In changing the House

The first round of voting appealed to students, staff, parents
and alumna members to choose their favourite category. Flora
was the winning result.

House Captains
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Another round of voting then saw the Wynberg community
consider various potential names for their houses, all from the
Flora category. Name options were provided based on species
that are endemic to the Western Cape, and most specifically,
the Constantiaberg region, as well as names that did not have
potentially offensive translations or meanings and that were
also able to be chanted easily.
It was with great pride that the new house names were
announced in October 2020, and they are:

Yellow house

FREESIA

Blue house

ARISTEA

Green house

SILVERLEAF

Red house

DISA

CONSTANTIA / FREESIA

CAVANAGH / DISA
C

CHINAZA AGUBATA

VC

MAYA COETZEE

JESSICA BUTLER

SILVERLEA / ARISTEA
C

JANAAN STEGMANN

C

KALIN KLEINTJIES

KIRSTEN / SILVERLEAF
VC

ZONA MZAZI

VC

C

A’ALIYAH GREVER

VC

MARYAM ELDAWOODY

House Captains

13

Thoughts on Leadership

g

This year all our Grade 7 ladies were given leadership positions.
All roles are important as all our girls had a similar amount of
responsibilities and teachers were counting on them to fulfill
their prescribed duties.

W

e were incredibly impressed
with the way our Grade 7
ladies were able to step up
in this short amount of time.

g

The young learners they work with look up to the Grade
7 ladies and it gives them a valuable chance to develop
leadership skills.
We have have asked one monitor per duty type to give us
some insight into the few months they had with their class or
as a monitor assisting the specialist teachers.

Kayla – Being an I.T. monitor

was so interesting and different.
Working in the digital den after
school and packing the devices
away was fun with the other
members of the I.T committee.
We were a team. It gave me the
responsibility of making sure all the
devices were packed away and that
they were being charged.“

Roxane – I loved being a

clothing monitor because I loved
to organise the clothes. My job
was a huge responsibility and I like
that it put me in a bigger role. It
also tested my ability to help the
parents who needed it, and it gave
me responsibilities like having to
wake up early and fix my morning
schedule to be in time for my duty.”
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Rutendo

– Being part of the photography
committee, was a great deal of fun! Having
the responsibility of taking pictures of our
school was a learning experience. It was a
big responsibility taking the camera, making
sure it was charged and putting it back safely
in its place.”

Hannah

– My favourite thing about
monitoring is being able to look after the
younger girls and gain experience working
with them and having them look up to me.
Bonding and playing with them was such fun.
The Grade Ones could be a little loud,
but that’s how they grow and learn.”

Nihan

– Being a Literacy Lounge monitor
was an amazing experience! My favourite part
of was having little meetings during break and
packing all the books in alphabetical order.”

Kholo

– I enjoyed bonding
with the girls in Grade 6, even
though some girls needed a
little extra help. Being able to
give them advice and insight
for the future was such an
honour. I loved seeing their
faces every morning and
getting to know them better
as the days went by.”

Aaliya – This year I was

honoured in being given the
job of being a flag monitor!
Every day I would proudly hoist
the school flag and the flag of
the house with the most house
points. I would then take down
the flags at the end of the day. I
loved being a flag monitor and
my duty meant so much to me.”

Monitors 2020
Grade R:

Grade 4:

R1 Imaan Ajam

4A Hannah Roberts

Literacy
Lounge:

R1 Krista Roman

4A Lily Ellis

Nihan Köstepen

R2 Isabella Smuts

4B Jorja Bailey

Jorja Faulmann

R2 Nabilla Abrahams

4B Keira Moollan

Hanim Jackson

R3 Kolbe Cronje

4C Gemma Harris

Isabella Buckland

R3 Namita Dhaya

4C Jessica Butler

Taylor Nicol

R4 Kai Daniels
R4 Morgan Hendricks
R4 Kristen Patience

Aasiyah Bailey

Grade 5:
5A Lauren Abrahams

Flag:

5B Kaylin Paulsen

Aaliya Rahim

1A Sydney February

5B Farah Parker

Radia Davids

1A Hannah Wood

5C Yusrah Noor

1B Rania Samsodien

5C Keziah Jonas

1B Jorja Faulmann
1C Sarah Bougaard
1C Tatum Barnes

Grade 6:

1D Maryam Eldawoody
1D Amber Brink

Corridors
& Late:

Kayla Fortune
Miché Christians

Tuck Shop:
Keala Espin
Ihmaan Robertson
Na’ila van Graan

6A Janaan Stegmann

Lana Williams

Radiah Fisher

6B Khololukhulu Mbuyazi

Jessica Doyle

A’aliyah Grever

6C Caitlin Bell

Zona Mzazi

Jemma Henry

Hannah George

2A Kieva Ramsay

Art:

2A Khadijah Conrad

Kensey Armstrong

2B Emily Volker

Molly Elbaba

Functions
Committee:

2B Rylee van Rensburg

Tessa Gilpin

Michaela Chikwete

2C Nuha Mia

Isabella Kemp

Celina Theunissen

2C Amber Paterson

Lirandzu Simango

Jenna van Niekerk
Jessica Kirby

3A Tanith Ward

Photography
Committee:

3A Carrey Giffard

Rutendo Rusare

3B Layaan Kemp

Kalin Kleintjies

3B Shriya Parbhoo

Rebecca Christians

3C Nila Paulsen

Taaliyah Fisher

3C Zahra Peterson

Maya Coetzee

Na’ila van Graan

Grade 2:

Grade 3:

Hayden Coetzee
Chinaza Agubata

5A Hannah Isaacs

Grade 1:

IT

Clothing
Shop:

Sport
Equipment:
Cayla Byrne
Radia Davids
Wi’aam Abader

School
Ambassadors:
Kalin Kleintjies
Lirandzu Simango
Wi’aam Abader

Rayaan Sherally

Isabella Smuts

Naledi Kaseya

Tatum Barnes

Roxanne Milne

Sarah Bougaard
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THE YEAR SCHOOL WENT ONLINE
The furthest thought from any of our minds as we closed off
the 2019 school year, was that the following year would be
one for the history books! Perhaps never in our wildest dreams,
had we imagined school moving to online education for the
majority of the 2020 academic year.
With the arrival of the Covid-19 / Coronavirus Pandemic in South
Africa in early March 2020, having already affected numerous
countries world-wide, the South African Government took the
decision to enforce a national state of disaster and declare a
nation-wide lockdown. All schools, businesses, and public places
were closed, social gatherings were prohibited, and all citizens
were required to stay home unless for emergency purposes.
When schools closed for the end of Term 1 on 18 March 2020,
little did we know we would wait until 1 June 2020 to see each
other on the school grounds again. Over the two months of
the enforced level 5 lockdown, WGJS staff and teachers sprang
into action – from home – establishing what would become
the new normal: Online School.

16

Teachers built interactive virtual classrooms
and devised fun learning activities using
basic materials that everyone was likely to
have at home. They created videos and
found new acting skills and learners
attended class in their pajamas –
sending in photographic evidence of
their completed work. Our parents too, adjusted to
working from home, continuing their regular parental duties
as well as learning how to facilitate the online learning.
Our Grade 7 girls were the first to brave the outside world
when they returned to the classroom on 1 June 2020. Daily
screening of temperatures, mandatory cloth face masks and
physical distancing were all part of the new normal. Classes
were split in half and learners came to school only twice
a week per a roster. Lessons were filmed and uploaded to
continue online learning for those who could not attend class
for medical reasons.

Aasiyah Bailey in Grade 7 commented “I have grown to appreciate
the simple things in life, but most importantly my freedom.”
The 4C class agreed that “You can’t get a rainbow without a little
bit of rain,” and what profound advice that would turn out to be!
Slowly, as the weeks went by, we welcomed more and more
grades back to school. On the Grade 2’s first day back at school,
Miss Bing asked Saarah George and Micaela Janoodien if
everything was alright. They both looked at her and said “Yes, we
are just trying to work out if this is all a dream.”

It certainly felt like the world’s
longest and strangest dream.
In Grade 7, Jemma Henry said, on returning to school: “I can’t
wait to talk to people I’m not related to.”
Just a month later, President Cyril Ramaphosa, announced that
schools would again close for four weeks, as the country began
to hit its peak of Novel Coronavirus infections. It was back to
online learning!
In a few weeks, the Western Cape had passed the peak of
Coronavirus infections and lockdown restrictions began to
ease. With this, came the permission for more grades to return
to school and soon our school halls were once again will filled
the joyful sounds of happy girls learning and sharing in different
experiences.
While we continued to encounter smaller class sizes, a format
of the school day which included elements of digital and hybrid
learning – with some learners present in the classroom and
others joining via video link from home, the quality of education
at Wynberg never ceased.
Our teachers pulled out all the stops this year to provide creative,
quality educational resources and experiences – and our girls
were just as creative in their reception of lessons and responses
to assignments and tasks.
“One of the things that lockdown taught me was never to take
things for granted because you never know what the future
holds,” said Kalin Kleintjies, Grade 7.
It was a disruptive year, there is no doubt. We can however,
be immensely proud of each and everyone, for the values we
displayed in persevering and making the most of the year that
school was different!
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LITERACY LOUNGE
We started off the year with lots of exciting ideas and ways
to instill a love for reading in every child. During the first term I
selected a book with each grade that I would read to them weekly
and we discussed the theme, setting and characters as we read.
The Grade 5 – 7 learners did a Literature Quiz every second week
during their lesson where their knowledge of books and authors
grew tremendously. We ended off the term with great excitement
for what the second term would hold and especially seeing as the
highlight of the year was due to take place during this time.
Things changed dramatically and so did all our plans. All of a
sudden, we were online and so were our library lessons. For

18

the Foundation Phase I filmed myself reading a story once
a week which I uploaded to their class teams, for the Senior
Phase I uploaded a chapter of the story we were busy with
and then did a quiz on these chapters. I also uploaded a virtual
library which allowed the learners to choose the book they
wanted and then either listen to it or read it.
Book Week was also very different this year as we did this all
online. There was a different activity planned for each day and
it was well received. The girls all really seemed to enjoy the
various activities.

– Mrs Wendilee Melle

DIGITAL DEN
This year the Digital Den space had to take on a whole new
idea. A work remotely idea. The girls were no longer seated on
the comfy Fatsacks and wobbly Hokki chairs, with devices in
hand. They now had to learn and be taught from their homes.
Even though some may feel that this might have caused
disconnect; at WGJS we remained connected through our
digital footprint. We found ways to keep our girls engaged and
connected with their teachers and friends.

They used the Microsoft Teams platform where their work was
distributed, and they were able to connect with their teachers.
They also made videos on Flipgrid which was
shared among their classes. Here they used
their editing skills to create masterpieces
as only our girls can. Scan the QR codes to
take a look at some of these videos.

– Mrs Gizelle Simpson
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LANGUAGE LAB
This year started as a busy one with every grade visiting our
bright, fun facility every week. The focus was enriching our
spoken language, so we took part in many debates, storytelling,
role play and poetry reciting. Our Grade Rs followed a problemsolving programme called Lego Six Bricks which requires lots
of describing what you have done.
Then lockdown arrived and the Language Lab went online. We
tried to encourage conversation in the home and started with
‘supper time conversation starters’. Here are a few for you to try:

Say something nice about the person
across from you.”

What would you like to be doing
10 years from now?”

If you could be invisible for a day,
what would you do?”
We were particularly proud of our Grade 3s who followed
a beginner Mandarin Course on YouTube as part of their
‘China’ topic.
The year definitely did not go as planned but we soon realised
how important spoken language is, as we were forced to
communicate on online platforms. We look forward to having
more fun in our Language Lab next year!

– Mrs Katrina McFarlane
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ACADEMIC
PILLAR
Grade R22
Grade 130
Grade 237
Grade 343
Grade 449
Grade 556
Grade 664
Grade 772
General Knowledge82

GRADE R1

Charlotte Kriedemann

Ciara-Lee Oosterwyk

Dakota-Skye Pietersen

Emily Dallas

Haadiyah Rahman

Harper Katts

Isabella Balden

Ivy Vincent

Jessica Erasmus

Katelyn Nienaber

Kezia Alexander

Madison Cannon

Madison Raatz

Mikaela Attwood

Reem Berdien

Romana Stockenstroom

Safiya Ebrahim

Scarlett-Rose Lucas

Sofia Toffar

Taylor Hantam

Zoey Carter

Grade R1
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GRADE R2

Ammarah Patel

Annie Lund

Cerys Lane

Dakota McLeod

Emily-Rose Smith

Emma Hampton

Harley Naidoo

Hayley Rayner

Kylie Martin

Madison Dyers

Nurah Hendricks

Rania Bailey

Rebecca Turner

Scarlett Watkins

Sofiya Amodien

Storm Isaacs

Summer-Layne Miller

Taylor Simpson

Ziya Arendse

Grade R2
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GRADE R3

Ainsley Mocke

Ammaarah Kamedien

Amy Zuma

Asma Parker

Cameron de Klerk

Charlie-Rose Abrahams

Gabriella Glass

Harper Morgan

Isabella Lawrence

Kylie Jackson

Leah Brown

Leilah Jacobs

Myla Cabello

Oratile Makwela

Riley Spurr

Sadie Koopmann

Safiyyah Ebrahim

Summer Korsten

Taylor Jacobs

Zayaan Essack

Zoe Leeson

Grade R3
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GRADE R4

Aimee van Tonder

Aria Benade

Chloe Barrett

Clarke Watson

Ella Classen

Eva Sankar

Gafsah Mitchell

Gemma de Wet

Harley-Rose Karg

Khethiwe Stanier

Leah Fortuin

Lily Lotter

Madison Smith

Saarah Samaai

Skyler Beukes

Sofia Segers

Zara Fortune

Zara Van der Berg

Zethu Leitch

Zunairah Kajee

Grade R4
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The Rainbow Children
By Gemma Peacock

The history books will talk of now,
That time the world stood still.
When every family stayed at home,
Waved out from windowsillsAt those they loved but could not hold,
Because they loved them so.
Yet, whilst they did they noticed all the flowers start to grow.
The sun came out, they can recall,
And windows, rainbows filled.
They kicked a football in their yards,
Until the night drew in.
They walked each day but not too close,
That time the world stood still.
When people walked straight down the roads,
That once the cars did fill.
They saw that people became ill,
They knew the world was scared.
But whilst the world stood still they saw,
How much the whole world cared.
They clapped on Thursdays from their doors,
They cheered for the brave.
For people who would risk their lives,
So others could be saved.
The schools closed down, they missed their friends,
They missed their teachers so.
Their Mam’s and Dad’s helped with their work,
They helped their minds to grow.
The parents used to worry that,
As schools were put on hold,
Their children wouldn’t have the tools,
They’d need as they grew old.
But history books will talk of them,
Now adults, fully grown.
Those little boys and girls back then,
The ones who stayed at home.
They’ll tell you that they fixed this world,
Of all they would fulfil.
The RAINBOW children building dreams,
They’d dreamed whilst time stood still
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GRADE 1A

Aimee Alexander

Alexa King

Athandiwe Plaatjie

Ava Engel

Caro Bishop

Chisom Igilige

Emily September

Emma-Lee Adriaanse

Ghanaan Adams

Grace Zuidema

Kenzie Breuninger

Laylah van Wyk

Lilly Nadauld

Madison du Plessis

Megan le Roux

Mica Nortje

Myla Oosthuizen

Nadia Swarts

Rosalie Gloeck

Salma Lee

Shannon Malgarte

Sofiyya Safodien

Yasmin Baradien

Grade 1A
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GRADE 1B

Amber Geldenhuys

Gabriella Bezuidenhout

Amira Shaboodien

Isabella Copson

Kristin Links

Mia-Leigh Brand

Annabelle Le Breton

Isabelle Blegenhout

Leila Parker

Qãdira de Vries

Jemma Grainger

Lily Banda

Raadiya Soeker

Caitlyn Peters

Emily Sayers

Kinley Theunissen

M’Leah Appolis

Samiya Pillay

Kirsten Burgess

Maki Mlangeni

Soffiyah Limbada

Tharwah Fakir

Grade 1B
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GRADE 1C

Aarya Harribhai

Hannah Goosen

Abbey Gomes-Luis

Hannah Munnik

Mariam Noordien

Sienna Boyman

Issabella Furnish

Morgan Riley

Sienna Grebe

Amaan Adams

Dumoluhle Mbuyazi

Josephine Muller

Nabeeha Zalgaonkir

Simiya Ahmed

Faadielah Coenraad

Kwakhanya Magona

Salma Abdurahman

Sofiya Kemp

Lucy Slater

Shekinah Ikedachi

Suri Sauls

Tamia van Reenen

Grade 1C
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GRADE 1D

Alessia Barthus

Alexa van der Poel

Bahle Mkhonto

Dylan Barnes

Emily Lapage

Emily Pregnolato

Emma Barnes

Grace Milne

Hannah Daniels

Isabella Venter

Isla de Beer

Jeanette Mashazhu

Lucy Joe

Maxine Combrink

Mia Marinovic

Mia Schultz

Morgan-Jane Moolman

Ndelela Kabamba

Sadie Thomas

Shalom Ncobeni

Sofia Brinkhuis

Taylor Woods

Thatego Matabane

Grade 1D
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1A

1B

34

1C

1D
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A superhero like me …
rs

M

A superhero like me
Needed to be brave you see,
When I started Grade One
With excitement and fun.

ne

la

A superhero like me
Became aware of a monster that couldn’t be seen.
It made people sick
and was called COVID-19.
A superhero like me
Had some saving to do,
Like wearing a mask and covering my sneeze, ‘achoo!’

Ms Y
oung

A superhero like me
Had to complete online learning,
Working on Microsoft Teams
But for my friends I was yearning.
Titus

A superhero like me
Eventually came back to school,
Our very smart teachers
Looked different but cool.

Mrs

M

ar
cF

Ms Bezuidenhoudt

By Mrs Adele Titus

A superhero like me
Finally saw all my friends
Hooray, oh what joy!
I hope this year never ends!
A superhero like me
Daydreams of travelling to Rome.
But I saved the world
By staying at home.

r

tte

Mrs Langdon
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GRADE 2A

Anniyah Brown

Ava Beukes

Ava Kemp

Ayesha Bedford

Charlie Behr

Chelsea Katts

Chloe Cloete-Van Schalkwyk

Ella Breda

Emily Brown

Faryal Rahil

Gabriella Pasqualle

Grace Jacobs

Haaniyah Kajee

Hannah Stander

Humayra Kanjee

Isabella Carstens

Jorja Livesey

Khazimla Dilima

Kira Davidson

Leila-Rose Bourne

Lilly Ching

Mia Daniels

Nuhaa Cozyn

Nurah Hoosain

Rachael Raeburn

Safaa Solomon

Saffiya Emjedi

Samantha Mukori

Tyla Charles

Zoe Thwaits

Grade 2A
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GRADE 2B

Aaliyah Rawoot

Alayna Nazier

Amirah Khan

Asakhile Ntengento

Busa Ncobeni

Cara Cloete

Emily Burke

Emma Heard

Gia Welch

Huda Gierdien

Iman Ahmed

Isabella La Fleur

Jamie-Lee Johns

Jorja Raeburn

Lauren Fredricks

Lila-Harper Pinkham

Lily Henry

Maryam Abdulla

Micaela Jainoodien

Mila Watkins

Morgan Heuvel

Nabeela Khan

Nokwanda Leitch

Onalenna Konisi

Saarah George

Talya Schiff

Willow-Jagger Pinkham

Willow Hattingh

Xenia San Giorgio

Zara Jantjies

Grade 2B
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GRADE 2C

Aaliyah Lee Shue Ling

Aasiyah Abrahams

Abby Paterson

Adriana Schwalbach

Alexis Thomas

Anfisa Kucherenko

Aria-Lea Behoor

Asma Parker

Caitlyn Allies

Cleo Peddie

Emma Blignaut

Gamsia Mitchell

Giuliana Castle

Hanifa Gierdien

Hanaa Johnstone

Hera Benade

Isabella Masterman

Kyla Bhana-Scrooby

Lilitha Lolwana

Maryam Carelse

Maya Cooley

Maya Ryklief

Maya Skelton

Rhylee October

Saafiyah Price

Safaa Parker

Sofiyyah Parker

Sydney Oliver

Teagan Marneweck

Zama Ngqanga

Grade 2C
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2A

2B

40

2C

Grade 2 Outing
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Things we will remember about Grade 2 2020
1

2

3
4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

Down

Across

1  In Hout Bay we painted some clay

2  He was a tall giraﬀe, his neck was long and thin

3  Keeping a space between one another

4  A fruity treat that is opposite of sweet, you can
ﬁnd them is Miss Bing’s classroom

8  An animal that has ﬂat teeth and eats plants
11  A fancy word for a maths sum
12  Miss Furter’s class is ... about learning in
her jungle-themed classroom

5  Something Corona has taught us to hide behind
6  Remember to be wise and ...
7  Pink and ﬂamboyant, something you would ﬁnd
in Miss Woodin’s classroom
9  On this jungle gym we get to walk the plank
10  Wilbur’s best friend and our 8-legged spider friend
13  Our furry friend who helps us with our growth mindset
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GRADE 3A

Aarna Singh

Annette Mashazhu

Caitlyn Cay

Cara Lane

Ciara Beukes

Gemma Stemmet

Hirali Madhoo

Isabella Nel

Isla Subramoney

Jo Hulley

Kayla-Grace Koen

Kayley Kester

Khadija Jabaar

Liezl Engelbrecht

Lumka Taliwe

Madison Emmanuel

Mia Bolligelo-Smith

Mika Dube

Nu’rah Majiet

Rachel Hampton

Rania Fakir

Reily Hendricks

Rylie Carelse

Saarah Brey

Salma Albertus

Shai Engel

Shareekah Reddy

Sofia van Eden

Zahra Hartley

Zoe Allie

Grade 3A
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GRADE 3B

Amy Richards

Emilie Katshunga

Emily Minnaar

Erin von Lengeling

Gabriella Simpson

Imrah Williams

Isabel Hull

Isabella Collison

Jehaan Sauls

Jessica Esterhuizen

Kay-Leigh Williams

Kiara Botha

Leah Isaacs

Leah Smith

Lexi Koopmann

Lisa Fabris

Makenzie Spurr

Maxine Smith

Neave Fairlie

Nina Bennett

Pauline Umegbolu

Saabira Soeker

Sahara Brand

Shaiye Vassen

Shura Abrahams

Simra Gamieldien

Tamanda Unyolo

Thilya Tshibwabwa

Veronica Hinson

Zuri Conroy

Grade 3B
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GRADE 3C

Alexis Louwsma

Ashley Hammond

Hadassah Theunis

Hana Bhayat

Ella Felgate

Sophia Geland

Jenna-Leigh Wyllie

Mila Newton

Aryana Mazema

Angela Zwedala

Belen Neethling

Mia van Schalkwyk

Rachael Alt-Kaye

Amra Jacobs

Amber-Rose Solomon

Nothando Kitenge

Tamsin Daniels

Gemma Pieterse

Ganaan Jacobs

Karys Koopman

Taskeen Fakier

Ashleigh Weber

Maryam Gamieldien

Kayli Hall

Raania Fakier

Raaniah Adams

Tendai Dzvapatsva

Tyla Wyngaard

Grade 3C
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3A

3B

46

3C

Grade 3 Outing
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DEAR MAGICAL GRADE 3’S OF 2020

What 2020 taught us

Just so you don’t ever forget, we are going to have a walk down
memory lane through one of the craziest years in history,
TWENTY-TWENTY. Girls, you will always remember your Grade
3 year. School started and everything appeared to be normal,
but we had no idea what kind of adventure and changes lay
ahead for every single one of us.
We managed to squeeze in our first term outing to SANCCOB
where we learnt all about our beloved and endangered seabirds
but soon after that … LOCKDOWN HAPPENED and
things would never be the same again.
The teachers were certain that we would only need 2 weeks’
worth of online work planned for Term 2. Little did we know
that more than 15 weeks later we would be absolute online
geniuses, making videos, slide shows and all sorts of fun and
games to keep you girls learning online from home every day.
We were worried about you at first, you were only 8 and 9 years
old, how could we expect you to navigate your devices and
read all your instructions. We knew moms and dads wouldn’t
be able to be there full-time. But every single one of you
surprised us with your extraordinary capabilities and we soon
learned that we could achieve more than we ever thought
possible. Miss Freemantle became the grammar fundi, Miss
Rhoda kept phonics exciting, Miss Bischof became a full-time
Afrikaans teacher and YOU became expert Teams navigators.
Your typing skills went through the roof and your handwriting
went down the drain, but that didn’t matter because you all
got the work done. Our hearts burst with pride.
Video calls were now the way to go, we chatted most weeks in
small groups or one-on-one. Have a think back and remember
how many times your teacher had to say these funny things:
“Your mic is on mute, I can’t hear you.”“Can you hear me now?”
48

“Put the camera in front of you, I can only see the roof”“Are you
still in your pajamas?” “Is mom or dad standing right behind
the camera?” “Wow your cat is huge!” School became very
different but at least we could still all stay connected.
Then we bravely started coming back to school. There were big
changes, we all wore masks, and we sanitized 1000 times a day.
We couldn’t touch or hug but the best thing was we could see
each other again. You were split into 3 groups. Group 1 came to
school on Mondays and Wednesdays. Group 2 came to school
on Tuesdays and Thursdays. The days were shorter but they
were packed with activities because we had some catching up
to do. Group 3 was the group of girls who sadly couldn’t come
back to school right at the start. Miss Rhoda also had to stay
home and we missed you all terribly. Mrs Melle taught Grade
3C until Miss Rhoda could come back. I bet you will look back
and not believe that you only came to school 2 days a week.
We missed our art, sport, language lab, library, music and
computer lessons but we knew they would be back soon
enough. We also realised how spoilt we were to have all these
fabulous extra activities.
This was the year of lessons: You learned to spend lots of time
at home with your family. Many of you started to enjoy reading
much more. You learned to entertain yourselves. You became
computer whizzes and completed tasks independently. Most
of all you learnt to appreciate the small things in life, like being
able to play on-on, getting a hug from a friend or teacher and
breathing in the sweet smell of fresh air. I hope you never
forget to appreciate the special lessons that 2020 taught us.

– Miss Kathleen Bischof, Miss Amy Freemantle, Miss Kayle
Rhoda, Mrs Wendilee Melle and Miss Cailyn Caswell

GRADE 4A

Aasiyah Parker

Aa’isha Jacobs

Cate Adriaans

Eden Hurenkamp

Rania Noordien

Nuha Saban

Taylor Johnson

Emily Le Roux

Kira Dollie

Kaiya Denton

Aliyah Parker

Farah Lee Shue Ling

Kylie Andrews

Ruqeeyah Coenraad

Tazkia Mohamed

Anne-Joy Day

Amy Adams

Likhona Mapila

Salma Damon

Yashoda Middleton

Gisele Sampson

Gemma Walker

Naledi Molebatsi

Stacey Nduru

Sophia La Grange

Yusra Ismail

Zoë Rayner

Grade 4A
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GRADE 4B

Amaan Abrahams

Aneesa Salie

Amber Livesey

Farah Essop

Lily Hellenberg

Makayla Frantz

Njabulo Dube

Rebecca Davis

Georgia Lucas

Bonokuhle Mbuyazi

Hana Samodien

Mia-Jane de Young

Nuhaa Haswary

Noora Jackson

Safiyyah Andrews

Isabella Hendricks

Mia de Abreu

Salma Domingo

Emma Jacobs

Eilah Faulmann

Jessica O’Carroll

Michelle Umegbolu

Olivia Oettle’

Salma Dalvie

Morgan Carter

Rachel Hurd

Thaakirah Sarvan

Vuyo Mkosi

Grade 4B
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GRADE 4C

Aimee Muller

Cayleigh Kröhnert

Bethany Voigt

Ella Galloway

Daneen Jakoet

Emihle Feni

Gabriella Petersen

Gracie Fabing

Hannah Bock

Jesse April

Katja Beyleveld

Kayla van Ryneveld

Keisha Hove

Kyla Neethling

Leigh Van Zanten

Madison Jansen

Natarah Sulaiman

Nika April

Nurah Waggie

Raeesah Laws

Rose Banda

Safa Noordien

Salmah Kanjee

Shiloh Masella

Suri Wilson

Taaliah Bailey

Teagan Du Plessis

Tylah Johannes

Zarah Fernandez

Grade 4C

51

Our visit to Intaka Island

g

“Cheep, cheep, cheeeep!” This is just one of the greetings we
heard from one of the 120 species of birds on Intaka Island
in Century City as we arrived. We were split up into groups to
explore the amazing conservation area of 16 hectares! The island
is alive with birds, plants, algae and even a few small animals!
The entertaining guides took us on a tour of the island where
we had fun learning about food chains and how they work.
It was great being able to see examples of food chains in real
life. Our bird-watching skills developed as we learnt about the
different birds and paced around the island trying to spot as
many species as we could.
A definite highlight was our boat ride around the island and
through the canals of Century City. Here, we were able to look
at the houses on the island as well as all the natural life
in and around the water (poor male weavers!). We loved
waving at the people sitting on the side of the canal
and greeted them all with a friendly Wynberg
smile. What a fun and adventurous day!

4A
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Use this code to watch
a video of the Grade
4B class greeting in
South Africa’s 11 official
languages!

4B

4C
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Love Lockdown

We asked the Grade 4s what their favourite part of lockdown was –
have a look at their answers below:
Doing homework in bed.”

– Gisele Sampson, 4A
I was Albert Einstein! I had fun
doing experiments with my mom.”

– Yusra Ismail, 4A
Spending time with the family.”

– Salma Damon, 4A
Having games night with the family.”

– Aa’isha Jacobs, 4A

I loved online shopping after my
birthday and Eid. My favourtie site
is djslimygloop.co.za.”

– Salmah Kanjee, 4C
I loved lockdown because I spent
time with my family.”

– Emihle Feni, 4C:
The only good thing was I
got to spend more time with
my new dogs and celebrated a few
birthdays.”

– Zarah Fernandez, 4C

Sleeping in late.”

– Gemma Walker, 4A
Doing arts and crafts in the
back garden.”

– Aasiyah Parker, 4A
I got to spend time with my pet cats.”

– Farah, 4B
I loved baking cakes.”

– Amaan, 4B
It was amazing wearing my
pyjamas all day.”

– Mia, 4B
I liked cooking Mexican food! Olé!”

– Makayla, 4B
That I can sleep in!”

– Safa Noordien, 4C
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Sleep all day and watch movies
with my family.”

– Gracie Fabing, 4C
I got to play online “Roblox”
with my friends and enjoyed my
birthday during lockdown.”

– Daneen Jakoet, 4C
I got to spend more time with
my family.”

– Bethany Voigt, 4C
I could wear anything; I could relax
and eat food all day.”

– Jesse April, 4C
I got to spend time with my family.”

– Teagan du Plessis, 4C
I got to spend time with my family.”

– Natarah Sulaiman, 4C

CORONA
TEACHERS
WE ARE

g

2020, oh what a year!
But the Grade 4’s were strong, brave and showed no fear.
During lockdown we hadn’t a clue,
But we knew teaching you is what we wanted to do.
We could teach you in our dreams
Or on the computer using Microsoft Teams.
Armed with good coffee and a bottle of sanitizer,
We became online teachers – so much wiser!
We held onto our values, resilient and strong.
Just like we learned in first term, when BRAVE was our song.
Not seeing our friends had us all feeling down,
but being back at school turned our frowns upside down.
We used forms and kahoot to create some good quizzes,
and now you could call us all “computer whizzes”.

2020, oh what a year!
We showed what we’re made of
and that’s why Grade 5 is near!
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GRADE 5A

Abashia de Waal

Emily Leeson

Emily Pedersen

Isabella Nell

Isabella Grebe

Leah Badiali

Mikayla de Jager

Ayesha Sasman

Almaaz Manuel

Hanaa Connelly

Jasmine Rouse

Lwazi Taliwe

Olivia El Chamaa

Baylee Jardine

Hannah Jacobs

Layla Morrison

Mika Barnes

Megan Masina

Sarah Ruthenberg

Dominique Venter

Imaan Matelakengisa

Khlöe Jackson

Kaylin Campbell

McKenna Steyn

Robyn Balfour

Dilshaad Abdurahman

Tatum Meier

Thaakirah Conrad

Grade 5A
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GRADE 5B

Nuha Timm

Ahlaam Kamedien

Alex Jacobus

Alice Donnelly

Anita Adriaans

Caitlin Moyce

Cyrah Finnis

Dasia Cridland

Elizabeth Sleight

Gabriella Alexander

Jeanine Witbooi

Kayleigh Milne

Kiara Barker

Kyra Chikwete

Kyra Hansen

Lana de Klerk

Leah Patience

McKenzie Seymour

Megan Quinlan

Mia Collison

Mika Miller

Quinne Du Preez

Rania Fakir

Raquel Wamsteker

Rhoda Japie

Zubenathi Mbetshe

Grade 5B
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GRADE 5C

Amelia Coetzee

Aimee Liddell

Aryanna Rooke

Ashleigh Southgate

Mackenzie Runnalls

Refiloe Leeuw

Mikaila Jacobs

Anna-Lisa Peters

Haania Nordien

Ché Burns

Jo Kerchhoff

Jesse Hendricks

Amy Grass

Kaira Fisher-Humbles

Nasreen Albertus

Siphesihle Sam

Haidyn Spurr

Razaana Khan

Zahira Mia

Haniin Allie

Khayaat Majiet

Kaitlyn Kinshella

Olivia Rudd

Tatum Bergh

Anna deGreef

Rebecca de Allende

Zita-Leslie Mali

Grade 5C
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GRADE 5’S FAVOURITE THINGS ABOUT LOCKDOWN
Term 2 turned out to be completely different from what
we had imagined. We started online and both learners and
teachers learnt many new skills during the eleven weeks of
lockdown. These skills and experiences were not only related
to schoolwork. Time spent with family, baking, art and crafts
were just some of the highlights of lockdown. Here is a look
at some of our Grade 5 girls’ favourite things about lockdown:

My favourite lockdown activity was making the
treasure map. I burned the edges to give it an old, dark
outline. But my favourite part was decorating. I came
up with interesting names for the map. I hope to make
it again. My ultimate favourite was spending time with
my family.”

– McKenna Steyn 5A

My favourite thing to do during lockdown was to
play games with my family. I love playing Uno and
Monopoly with them. When we play Uno I usually win,
but when we play Monopoly, my sister or brother wins.”

– Almaaz Manuel 5A

My favourite lockdown activity was art. Every day I
sketched a picture. Some days I had to finish my sketch.
Some days I liked to paint. I coloured in some pictures.”

– Ayesha Sasman 5A

When it was Week 4 Design Week, I made a treasure
map. It was lots of fun making it. I loved spending time
with my mom and sister.”

– Khlöe Jackson 5A
My favourite thing that I did in lockdown was playing
and building my new Lego I got for my birthday.”

– Isabella Nel 5A
Book Week was the best. Everyone dressed up. My sister
was a frog and I was Awful Auntie. That was fun. My
chicken was my owl. She was not happy about that.”

– Emily Leeson 5A
My favourite thing that I have done during lockdown
was our art. The art was a face mask. I thought mine
was kind of cool. It was colourful. I think it had all the
colours I had in my pencil case.”

– Thaakirah Conrad 5A
My favourite thing about lockdown was making and
doing the physical education obstacle course. I even
asked my brother to be part of it. I loved the part when
he stood in front of the soccer goals and tried to block
me from scoring. It was so much fun, and I would
definitely do it again.”

– Jasmine Rouse 5A

My lockdown favourite was drawing my first mouth
for the first time ever with colour. It took me about five
minutes to do. The style is from Monster High. Next is
reading my book about space.”

– Emily Pedersen 5A
My favourite activity to do in lockdown was drawing
and is still. I would find a nice quiet spot, take out my
sketch book and sketch with pencils. Put on some BTS
music and start the sketch. When I finished the drawing,
I add extra highlights, shading and blending. And that is
my favourite lockdown activity.”

– Imaan Matelakengisa 5A
My favourite thing to do is to be with my family and
cats. They make me happy.”

– Olivia El Chamaa 5A
My favourite activity that I did was when I made a 2020
Coronavirus time capsule and my flag.”

– Abashia De Waal 5A
During lockdown I drew a baboon in the forest. That is
because I saw one eating fruit. I was scared but I wanted
to see it up close. Sadly, it ran away. Ever since then I
have been going to that place to see if it was there.”

– Megan Masina 5A
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To get exercise, I learnt how to
play swing-ball with my mom.
We would end up playing a few
games, when she would be off
work. Sometimes if my mom
would be too tired to play then my
dad would come and play. Rarely
my brother would come and play
with me. I used to be terrible at
swing-ball, but lockdown taught
me if you keep practising you will
get it over time.”

– Leah Badiali 5A
I liked lockdown. My favourite
thing was to bake. I love baking.
The schoolwork was nice and
challenging. My least favourite to
do was to wake up and get out of
bed. I didn’t like to wake up at all.
I baked scones, cakes and muffins.
They were delicious. Muffins that I
baked were chocolate, cappuccino,
carrot and vanilla. I love Grade 5B.”

– Zubenathi Mbetshe 5B
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I enjoyed sleeping late. I liked online
schooling. I didn’t like chores. I
loved watching movies often.”

– Kyra Chikwete 5B
My favourite thing about the
lockdown was baking cakes,
playing games, watching Netflix
and spending time with my family.
My least favourite thing about
the lockdown was not seeing my
friends and teacher, wearing masks
when going out and staying at
home because of the virus.”

– Gabi Alexander 5B
What I enjoyed most about
lockdown was that I could do my
schoolwork in my PJ’s, I could sleep
late and I got to spend time with my
family. What I didn’t like was I could
not see my friends, I missed my
teachers and my house is boring.”

– Alice Donnelly 5B

What I enjoyed most in lockdown
was that I could spend even more
time with my family and all the
fun activities that our teachers
had given us. My favourite activity
was the treasure map. The work
that we got was fun in my opinion.
Overall, my lockdown was
super fun.”

– Rania Fakir 5B

I really enjoyed doing online
learning because you could do it
at your own pace and time. And
you could ask questions via texting
which is easier than talking.
Another good thing it that we had
the PowerPoint and you could look
at the slides whenever, while in
class you can only see them once.”

– Raquel Wamsteker 5B

During lockdown I have not done
that much but some of the things
I enjoyed were skating, baking,
spending time with my family,
doing schoolwork and calling
my friends. I honestly did not like
lockdown. I am normally bored
most of the time, but those things
kept me entertained.”

– Nuha Timm 5B

I really enjoyed lock down.
It was a fun experience to do
online schooling (you could
stay in your pajamas). I went
for quite a few walks. I learned
quite a few skills at home like
cooking and baking. Although
it was fun, I missed my friends
and doing sport.”

– Aryanna Rooke 5C

The lockdown for me was a period
of mixed emotions but more on
the positive side with the discovery
of my love for pencil art which is
now a passion for me. I also got to
spend more quality time with the
family, making memories which I
will remember forever.”

– Zita-Leslie Mali 5C
I did a lot during lockdown,
but my favourite parts were
gardening and tidying the garden.
We also went camping in the
garden. We put up our tent and
slept in the garden for 3 nights.
I did a lot of baking which was
lots of fun. I baked biscuits, cakes,
and cupcakes.”

– Aimee Liddell 5C
My favourite part of lockdown
was that I got to play more games
with my family. We played a lot of
games like Monopoly, charades,
and Heads Up. I also learnt how to
cook and bake.”

– Zahira Mia 5C
During lockdown I did a lot of
things. I learnt how to bake
macaroons. My favourite thing
to do was to play Xbox. I played
games like Minecraft and Sonic.
I also learnt how to skateboard.”

– Annah-Lisa Peters 5C
During lockdown I played
Monopoly with my brother
and sister. I spent most of the
time on my phone and sometimes
doing nothing. I learnt how to
make pancakes. “

– Ashleigh Southgate 5C

I watched a lot of TV during
lockdown when I was bored. I
went on a lot of hikes and walks
as well. I was able to see my aunt,
Bee and we went out for sushi
and went to Cavendish Square
with my mom. My favourite part
of lockdown was getting new
clothes and takkies. I was also able
to redecorate my room and got to
bake muffins. “

– Tatum Bergh 5C

My sisters and I had a sleepover
at my cousins’ house during
lockdown. We also had lots and
lots of movie nights together with
popcorn, chocolate and so many
sweets. My mom, my sisters and I
made so many cakes and yummy
foods. We also went to the mall
with my family and got to buy lots
of clothes. I made a lot of arts and
crafts at home. “

– Haniin Allie 5C

I did many things during
lockdown. I really tried my best to
stay productive even when it was
a bit difficult. I even did a movie
review with my sister. Although I
was really angry that I had to stay
at home for such a long time, I
enjoyed baking and I don’t think
I would have baked if I did not
have to stay at home. I enjoyed
exercising and the FlipGrids that
Mrs Langdon created were useful!
My favourite thing to do was
baking, exercising, reading, and
calling my friends. I really enjoyed
reading and baking.”

– Amelia Coetzee 5C
During lockdown I was lucky
enough to go and see the snow
with my family. It was my brother’s
first time to the snow, so it was
really special. Another thing I did
during lockdown was go hiking
with my family and friends in
Newlands Forest. We got lost on
our way down and it was so funny.
One of the last things I did was go
to the malls when they opened.
I was so excited and got to try my
first ever Bubble Tea.”

– Razaana Khan
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The Aquarium Experience
The Aquarium was an exciting time for all our girls! They saw
everything from glowing jellyfish to sharks! Some particularly
loved the feeding of the penguins, myself included! The girls
were fascinated by the feeding of the sting rays, talk about a
show worth watching! All in all, it was a beautiful experience
that the girls will always cherish.

All the wonderful animals under the sea.
Quite a variety for all to see.
Under a microscope plankton is not what is seems.
Apart from the stingrays the shark beams.
Right in the center a tank full of sea stars all stuck
to a wall.
Inside a tank full of rays, a diver feeds them all.
Unbelievable fish some may be new to you.
My friends and I had lots of fun so maybe next time
you can come too.”

– Kaylin Campbell 5A

All the sea animals in the aquarium
Quick little fish that swim in the tanks
Under the sea is where we see all the animals
All the fascinating things you can see
Red to orange to green is all the fish you can see
In the aquarium is where you should be
Up and up the scuba divers go
Many sharks you will see.”

– Isabella Grebe 5A
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An aquarium is a fun place for sea life
Quote un-quote: “Aquariums are cool!”
Unless you wear your shoes you are not allowed in
Awesome fish are kept at the aquarium
Reaching into the tanks is not allowed unless you
have permission
If you break the rules you will have to leave
Unwashed hands is a big no no
My mom used to work at the aquarium.”

– Tatum Meier 5A

I really enjoyed going to the aquarium because I saw
penguins being fed. I also saw sharks and learned about
the turtle and how it was rescued. My favourite part
about going to the aquarium was seeing the tank with
eels and fish. I saw an eel that has zebra markings and
one with giraffe markings!”

– Megan Quinlan 5B

I really enjoyed the experience at the aquarium.
My favourite part was seeing all the jellyfish and I
also loved watching the divers feed the stingrays and
talking about the turtle’s story.”

– Mia Collison 5B

I really enjoyed visiting the Aquarium. My favourite part
was when we went to look at the clownfish and when
the scuba divers fed the stingrays. It was very interesting.”

– Mikaila Jacobs 5C
When we went to the Aquarium, we saw many different
types of sea animals. My favourite animals to look
at were the spider crabs because I found them very
interesting to look at. I also enjoyed going through the
jellyfish section.”

– Kaira Fisher-Humbles 5C
My favourite part of visiting the Aquarium was being
able to see the jellyfish and sea stars. I learnt that if a sea
star loses a leg or an arm that it will grow back!”

– Ché Burns 5C
I learnt that another name for a starfish is a sea star.
My favourite animal was the turtle. I really liked the
classroom part of the outing because we were able
to touch the different animals that we were learning
about, like sea urchins.”

– Jo Kerchhoff 5C
The most interesting thing that I learnt from our visit to
the Aquarium was that starfish are actually called sea
stars. My favourite animal was the jellyfish. They are so
beautiful and colourful. I also really enjoyed the bus ride
there and back as well as eating lunch with all my friends.”

– Aryanna Rooke 5C

When we went to the Aquarium, I learnt about sharks and
stingrays. My favourite part of the outing was the jellyfish
tunnel. I also really enjoyed looking at the clownfish.
When we were in the classroom, we were able to touch
some of the animals and the water was so cold!”

– Siphesihle Sam 5C
I really enjoyed our visit to the Aquarium. The bus ride
was really fun, and I sat next to my friend Megan. We
got to touch different fish when we learnt about the
different sea animals. Some the animals we got to
feel were sea stars, sea anemone and sea urchins. My
favourite animal to look at was the sting ray.”

– Mackenzie Runnalls 5C
My favourite part of visiting the Aquarium was when
we went underneath the tunnel and there were fish
swimming on top of us and we could see all the sea
animals. We learnt that a sea star can grow back its
limbs when they get damaged. I also enjoyed watching
the sharks being fed. “

– Rebecca De Allende 5C
When we went to the Aquarium I learnt that starfish
are actually called sea stars because they are not fish.
My favourite memories of going to the Aquarium were
when we went to go and watch the turtle being fed
in the shark tank and on the bus when Kaira tried very
hard to teach me a TikTok dance. I also learnt that sea
stars have tiny feet under their five arms.”

– Haidyn Spurr 5C
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GRADE 6A

Aarya Ghorpade

Amaal Fakier

Emily Fourie

Hannah Lodewyk

Emily van Eyssen

Hannah Kemp

Kyra Besterfield

Rebecca Nolan

Amara-Suri Modack

Kyrah Louw

Sofia Bent

Emma Kemp

Hannah Smith

Fatimah Allie

Isabella Smith

Tyla Hess

Chloe Carolissen

Grace Nadauld

Jorja Williams

Nabeela Salie

Madison Hendricks

Taytum Sampson

Chelsea Brown

Annabel Fabris

Kadin Abrahams

Nihaad Hofmeyer

Yaya-Leigh Marshall

Zayaan Noor

Grade 6A
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GRADE 6B

Aamina Francis-Ismail

Aisha Paleker

Amber Smith

Amy Southgate

Angelique Malele

Anna Davidson

Ariana Dollie

Emily Nel

Emma Pond

Gabrielle Webb

Gemma Williams

Il-haam Arnold

Jess Hulley

Jessica Muller

Kailin Heath

Katherine Nelson

Keira van Schoor

Larah Fernandez-O’Connor

Loulou Stol

Madison Greenfield

Malika Salie

Mia Henry

Mika Wyngaard

Nuha Jacobs

Radiyah Davids

Ruth Mbay

Shannon Weber

Siara Amodien

Tashmika Naidoo

Zoë Nelukalo

Grade 6B
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GRADE 6C

Aimee Johnson

Alison Kalogeropoulos

Amber Stern

Calynn van Rooy

Amy Remmitz

Eden Barbier

Ella Feigelson

Emily Simons

Fatima Paleker

Gabriella Kruger

Gemma Petersen

Haadiyah Hendricks

Hanaan Sadien

Imaan Abrahams

Jade Jarvis

Jemah Mitchell

Khanya Simayile

Malaika Kazadi

Malika Solomons

Milisuthando Mdliva

Morgann du Toit

Raaniyah Domingo

Radhia Jarley

Riddhi Harribhai

Rylie Hendricks

Sara Sauls

Stacey Cloete

Winter Versfeld

Yaara Trikam

Grade 6C
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Grade 6 Review

g

Coming into Grade 6, we were all excited for a new
year, new teachers and fun events that were going to
happen! Thinking about the upcoming exams and tests made
us all anxious but we knew that this year was going to be a
blast! Some of our goals for Grade 6 were to be more social
with our classmates, be positive and focus more on our work.
Not being in the same class as all our friends was tough but it
made us grow closer to other people.

A highlight of Grade 6 that everyone can agree on was camp!
Camp was an amazing experience, with staff that made it even
more fun! The laughing and singing on the bus, kayaking and
almost falling into the water, rock climbing, staying up until late
and the terrifying snakes and spiders made camp memorable.
Reading to the Grade Rs was so much fun to be the ‘older
sister’ and we loved getting to know them better. Civvies and
dressing up was always something we looked forward to as
well as working on the iPads! High tea was an event that we
will always look back on! The games and activities, having fun
with our friends and moms, winning gifts and taking photos
was something we will always cherish.

W

e made loads of memories in
the first term of Grade 6 and
we love looking back on them!

After an amazing first term, COVID-19 started to spread in
South Africa. It was very worrying, but our president decided to
put us under lockdown to prevent the spread. I think I speak for
everyone in saying that we were all panicked and did not know
what to expect. This was a totally new virus and it was scary to
think about. Once we were in lockdown, it was very strict and
we all had to be quarantined in our homes. We all wondered
when we would go back to school, when we would see our
families and friends and if we would get affected by COVID-19.

As the year was coming to an end, a new chapter opened
up for us. Things would never really go back to the same as
before Corona, but we were slowly and surely working our way
there. Some people may have grown as a person during the
quarantine. When we finally went back to school, it was quite
the opposite of what we were used to. For starters, we always
had to wear a face mask no matter what and stand at least 1.5
metres away from each other. This was probably the hardest
thing about going back to school because many of us were
excited to see our friends again.
Our desks were separated from one another and we went to
school in smaller groups instead of one big class. This allowed
us to feel like we were more in control of how many germs
we spread.
We also made sure to sanitise after eating or going out. Before
coming to school we had to take our temperatures in the
morning. Our school days were shorter and we only went for
two days a week. This was probably one of the craziest years
we’ve ever had, and if you told us at the beginning of the year
that there was going to be a worldwide pandemic, we probably
wouldn’t have believed you. Corona took the world by surprise,
but lucky for us, our country handled it really well. COVID-19 has
brought us closer in a way (not literally) and we are so grateful
for everything, and hey, now we will be able to tell our future
children that we have lived through world history.

– Nihaad Hofmeyer, Nabeela Salie
and Yaya-Leigh Marshall (6A)

Nobody was certain of what was going to happen. All we
could do was to stay safe in our home. After a while, we
started to do online schooling, which was a new concept for
everyone. We all had different experiences, some students
enjoyed it and found it better than physically going to school
and others found it difficult to cope with the learning. Many
of us connected with our families and friends through texting,
video calls and social media. We have all definitely been on
social media a lot more than we were before the virus. It was
difficult coping and tough for all of us.
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OVERVIEW OF
ONLINE SCHOOL
What is Online School?
This year many of us were faced with the challenge of online
learning, as schools had to be shut down due to the COVID-19
pandemic. When the announcement was made that schools
would return, some of us didn’t for various reasons, but
choosing to stay at home was not as easy as most would’ve
thought. For example, we still have to go to bed early because
we have to join lessons at certain times in the morning.
Homework and studying were still applied, and we had to call
in for assessments and tests.

How is it Different From Being at School?
It was different because we didn’t get to physically interact with
people but lessons were recorded for us as well as us joining in on
some. Typing, printing and scanning is how we uploaded most
of our work. If we had questions, our teachers were available to
ask, but they answered most of the questions after class as they
were busy teaching the girls at school. This was actually a good
thing as it helped us work on our problem-solving skills.

What we like about it:
We like that our work can be finished at our own pace, but it
must be done before the weekly catch up meeting on Fridays.
Without many of the distractions found in class, like talking,
we are able to focus more and get our work done much faster.
online school is a really interesting way of learning.

School was a new experience for all of us this year. With
everyone wearing masks, standing 1.5 metres apart and
sanitizing throughout the day. It sure made school interesting
but we all knew we had to make a sacrifice to keep everyone
safe. Yes, there were many challenges in the beginning but
nothing we couldn’t overcome as a class. During this time
there was also new technology and platforms brought into
our everyday lives. From video chats with our teachers to
messaging our friends, online school was an adventure. I’m
glad I got to see everyone’s smile through their masks. My
other half of the class is missed tremendously, but I know
soon we will reunite as one strong class again.

E

ven through all that has
happened this year, we look
back on the fun memories we
had and cannot wait to make more!
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What we dislike:
It’s sometimes a bit tricky to mark our own work if we do not
understand the memo. Since our work has to be done before
the Friday meeting it can be a bit of a challenge to make sure
that all our work is done, but we do manage to get it done
before the meeting starts.

To Sum it All Up:
To sum it all up, online school was an interesting and newly
found way of learning this year, but came with the challenge
of not seeing our peers and teachers. At first, it was a challenge
but now we are quite used to it. We hope that reading this
article has helped you understand more about how learning
from a distance isn’t as different as it seems.

– Emma Kemp and Hannah Lodewyk

With everyone wearing masks
You couldn’t see their smiles
But with everyone’s happy voice
I’m glad school was my first choice
Even though we stood miles apart
We all knew we were close in the heart
Yes, there were difficulties but nothing
we couldn’t overcome
And all the problems were forgot, during
break in the sun
I’m glad I got to see my friends faces
and for those I didn’t see there shall be
other places

– Il-haam Arnold

Grade 6 Camp

11 March 2020 – The day had finally arrived, and
excitement filled the air. I can remember calling friends and
asking what to pack. When we arrived we were welcomed by
a warm greeting song from our camp leaders. We immediately
started with some activities that were great fun. I definitely
learnt amazing skills with my team. The food was delicious
and we always looked forward to meeting our friends in the
cafeteria. We did some challenging activities but at the end felt
accomplished. When it came to night time the fun started and
my cabin mates and I definitely created a strong bond from
talking the WHOLE night. The next morning we woke up to a
good breakfast and we were all disgusted by the fact we had
to walk in cow poop but it was a major learning experience
and was fun to screech with our friends.

Afterwards we took showers while being rushed by our friends.
My favourite camp highlight was playing hide and seek at
night in the dark. We hiked up a hill while singing songs and
laughing to get to our next camp site. When we got there it
was pitch black and our cabin was quite big with twelve beds
however we all cuddled together on one half of the cabin.
The next morning was freezing however before we went back
down the hill we took some photos at the lake. When we hiked
down again we met with other campers as well. When we
came back we were all sad to leave but we enjoyed the long
drive and slept peacefully. When we arrived back at school we
delighted to meet parents again but we did not know what
was yet to come the next week.

– Aamina Francis-Ismail
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High tea
g
WGJS hosts a High Tea each year for the Grade 6
and 7 girls and their moms. The purpose of the
tea is for girls and moms to spend time together
and have fun, while raising funds for the Grade 7
farewell at the same time. We had a Mad Hatter’s
theme this year, my friends and I were very
excited to dress up on the day. We helped make
some of the decorations in class a couple of days
before the event which was really fun.
The day started with me putting on my fancy
dress, which made me feel like a princess. When
my mom and I arrived at school, the rose garden
was all decorated and looked very beautiful. It
was very sunny which made the experience even
better. As we walked over to our table, my friends,
Emma and Madison, were already there. After a
little while all my friends in our group had arrived
and it was time to decorate our table. Our table
looked very beautiful, it was filled with cupcakes,
biscuits, sweets and other treats. We tried really
hard to get our table to match the Mad Hatters
theme and I am pretty sure we did a great job.
My friends and I looked around and spotted the
food table and it was filled with many delicious
treats. After we were done eating, we played a
few games, unfortunately I did not win any, but
I still had so much fun. We also had to decorate
a hat and that was enjoyable as we had so many
decorations to choose from. There was also a best
dressed competition which my friend Madison
and her mom won. They really deserved it as they
looked really cute in their matching outfits.
As the day came to an end, we were
so sad we had to leave as it was
definitely one of the highlights
of my year. Hopefully we get to
share more amazing experiences
together in the near future.

–Rylie Hendricks

70

First-Aid Training

g

First-aid training was a very valuable life lesson for us to learn. It taught us
to never panic during a major situation. A few important reasons why we
think this training is so important: firstly, it increases safety by teaching us to
know what could happen and to be cautious around it. Secondly, it helps us
to soothe someone’s pain by knowing how to treat it before the ambulance
arrives. Thirdly, this training has saved many lives even before the patient has
reached the hospital. We would like to encourage Wynberg students to learn
and enjoy a chance at first-aid training to help our community.

– Jess Hulley and Madison Greenfield

Peer Mediation
Meditation is a way of helping people resolve conflict for
themselves, it is often between two people but can be
between groups. At Wynberg the Grade 6s are trained
in peer mediation in Term 1. They are taught about the
ethos, the skills necessary and the steps to meditate
conflict. All of the girls were enthusiastic about this new
concept and took part in role play where they practised
the steps and skills. They had a chance to mediate on
the playground in Term 1 and it is hoped that these
skills will benefit them for years to come.

FUN
FACT
Help soothe a burn
by applying vanilla
essence to the wound.

WHAT CAN I GET OUT OF
BEING A MEDIATOR?
• Gain communication skills
• Make a difference and help others
• Be a role model
• Learn how to solve conflict between friends
• Boost confidence

– Mrs Ellie Shortall
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GRADE 7A

Aaliya Rahim

Farah Parker

Caitlin Bell

Gemma Harris

Janaan Stegmann

Khadijah Conrad

Rutendo Rusare

Layaan Kemp

Rylee van Rensburg

Hannah Wood

Kayla Fortune

Jorja Bailey

Jessica Doyle

Emily Volker

Chinaza Agubata

Hannah Isaacs

Hannah George

Khololukhulu Mbuyazi

Roxane Milne

Celina Theunissen

Lily Ellis

Ihmaan Robertson

Kensey Armstrong

Nihan Köstepen

Naledi Kaseya

Wi-aam Abader

Yusrah Noor

Grade 7A
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GRADE 7B

A’aliyah Grever

Amber Paterson

Hanim Jackson

Hayden Coetzee

Hannah Roberts

Isabella Smuts

Jorja Faulmann

Keala Espin

Keira Moollan

Kieva Ramsay

Kolbe Cronje

Kristen Patience

Lauren Abrahams

Michaela Chikwete

Miché Christians

Molly Elbaba

Morgan Hendrickx

Nabila Abrahams

Naila Van Graan

Namita Dhaya

Nuha Mia

Radiah Fisher

Rania Samsodien

Rayaan Sherally

Tanith Ward

Taylor Nicol

Tessa Gilpin

Zahra Petersen

Grade 7B
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GRADE 7C

Carrey Giffard

Amber Brink

Aasiyah Bailey

Imaan Ajam

Cayla Byrne

Isabella Buckland

Isabella Kemp

Jemma de Vries

Jemma Henry

Jenna van Niekerk

Jessica Butler

Kai Daniels

Kalin Kleintjies

Kaylin Paulsen

Keziah Jonas

Krista Roman

Lana Williams

Lirandzu Simango

Maryam Eldawoody

Maya Coetzee

Nila Paulsen

Radia Davids

Rebecca Christians

Sarah Bougaard

Shriya Parbhoo

Sydney February

Taaliah Fisher

Tatum Barnes

Zona Mzazi

Grade 7C
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ONLINE LEARNING
ACTIVITIES
The Grade 7s have been investigating the
magic and mystery of the Middle Ages.
As part of this investigation they have
been constructing Medieval Castles,
using recyclable materials. The castles
have to include a working drawbridge
and portcullis. During the first week of
lockdown learning, they were introduced to
heraldry and were given the opportunity

Jessica Doyle, 7A

Jessica Butler, 7C

Hannah Wood, 7A

Farah Parker, 7A

to design their own family crest. This crest or coat of arms must
appear on the castle too. They have consulted various sources
to try and determine if Robin Hood was real or imaginary and
then designed wanted posters. The next step was investigating
clothing worn by various members of medieval society and then
use that knowledge to design their own outfits. In week four, they
explored the medieval art of storytelling and are now busy writing
their own story. For week five, the girls will be designing their own
crossword puzzle or word search activity.

Hanim Jackson, 7B

Namita Dhaya, 7B

Kezia Jonas, 7C

Tatum Barnes, 7C

Rayaan Sherally, 7B

Sarah Bougaard, 7C

Jemma de Vries, 7C

Jorja Bailey, 7A
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Natural Sciences
Some of our Grade 7s had their very first up close and
personal encounter with a garden snail. There were
mixed reactions!
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Why did the snail cross the road?
I HAVE NO IDEA,
but I’ll let you know when it gets here!
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Who’s behind the mask

g

One of the greatest gifts COVID-19 has given us is the
Mask. We have learned to really look at people when we’re
communicating, focusing on eyes that smile.

Can you guess who these Grade 7s are?
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Where words are restrained, the
eyes often talk a great deal.”

– Samuel Richardson

NZI

B

MA
ONA

s

re
Adv entu

81

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE

G

eneral Knowledge for 2020
looked a whole lot different to
how it did a year ago! .

g

We were so inspired by the General Knowledge
quizzes from 2019 that we decided to “revamp” general
knowledge this year! Each week, the girls conducted
some research on a topic that had been allocated the
previous week. The topics included everything from
“global news” to “things boys would know”! The girls
then submitted an online question based on their
research and we held a quiz using those questions. But
before we get carried away, here is an insert from our
General Knowledge captain for 2020, Isabella Smuts.
General Knowledge this year has been
unique in more ways than one. Though
the competitions between schools were
cancelled it has been no less enjoyable.
We have had the privilege of having
50 students participate in General
Knowledge. There has never been such
a large number of students to come and
join General Knowledge and it is truly
heart-warming to be able to see them
enjoy themselves. It is lovely to see all
these girls not just participate but thrive
in General Knowledge. I am grateful to
have been able to participate with these
lovely girls and I am sad that I will have
to leave this behind, but I am so pleased
that a new group of students can join
and hopefully thrive too.”

Did you know?

g

1  A large area on which most of the school stands on now
was owned by Captain William Underwood. He was a
member of the Bristish armed forces, and he named his
estate “Waterloo Estate” in honour of the battle at which the
Duke of Wellington defeated Napoleon.
2  The first foundation stone of the school was laid by Sir
Langham Dale in October 1884 and the building was
completed in January 1885.
3  The school started with 27 girls and 5 teachers in 1886.
4  The first building had one hall in the middle and two
classrooms on either side with a front porch and cloak room.
The building was situated in a fir plantation and soon the
school was nicknamed “The Bush School”.
5  Wynberg Ladies Seminary was the original name of the school.
6  The first acting principal was Rev. Strasheim and in April
1885 Miss Margret Stewart from Graaff-Reinet took over as
the principal.
7  The first prizegiving was held in 1891 in the new school hall.
8  The first matriculation class in 1892 had only 4 girls in the class.
9  Wynberg Girls was one of the first girl’s schools to have
a gymnasium and went to give demonstrations at
Rustenburg, St Cyprian’s and even as far as Wellington.
10  In 1934 the Junior school was completed and when the
school reached 600 students, it was decided to separate the
high school from the junior school.
11  In the 1940’s most major building operations had to
stop due to World War 2 and the girls and staff worked
hard to raise money for war funds, by knitting garments,
packing gift parcels for troops and helping with
anti-waste collections.
12  When the school was desperate for more space to build
additional sports fields, they managed to raise R 1000 to
purchase the land needed. Together with the staff, old girls
and parents they also raised an additional R100 per year for
four years, making it possible to build 5 new tennis courts.
13  Duke, our mascot, gets his name from the Duke of
Wellington. As our school badge is based on the badge
of the Duke of Wellington, which our school received
permission to use due to the connection to the Waterloo
Estate and the Duke of Wellington.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Phys Ed 2020, was very different and yet still exactly the same. It
challenged us. It got us thinking out of the box. It got us active
and trying new things. It was exciting and unknown. Although
Covid-19 meant that we had to take our Phys Ed onto digital
platforms, what we achieved was the same as we would have in
person: we worked on skills, had fun and got sweaty.

SOME OF OUR “NORMAL” PHYS
ED HIGHLIGHTS IN PHOTOS:
Grade 3s were involved in Putt Putt courses designed
by the Grade 6s on Open Day.

Some of our digital Phys Ed highlights were:
The Grade 6s and 7s got to learn all about various fitness types and
tested their knowledge with a digital escape room – those who
made it through were rewarded with a video of Mrs Langdon
and Mrs Lindsay dancing.
The Grade 5s discovered various exciting pirate activities they
could do from their homes and created the most adventurous
swashbuckling pirate obstacle courses.
The Grade 4s got to travel the world with Mrs Lindsay and learnt
sporting skills and dances from various countries.

Grade 4s tried out Science during Phys Ed when they
learnt all about Kinetic and Potential Energy.

The Grade 3s earned their black belts in Kung Fu Panda tasks that
taught them about patience, perseverance and acceptance.
The Grade 2s enjoyed doing activities based on Charlotte’s Web
including playing “Wilbur the Pig Soccer”.
The Grade 1s had a lot of fun learning skills from different
Community helpers. They got to be doctors and paramedics,
librarians and shop keepers, lifeguards and police officers.
This year, we involved our Grade Rs too. Each week they had a
Jolly Phonics activity to do with Mrs Lindsay.

– Mrs Langdon
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Grade 5s learned all about Circus Arts and tried juggling,
hooping, acrobatics and balancing.

SWIMMING REPORT
TERM 1, 2020
If you were lucky enough to watch our Wynberg swimmers in
action, you would have been enthralled by the atmosphere
which surrounded the pool. Whether it was watching our A team
or B team compete, you would have noticed their spirit, drive and
sportsmanship and with that we started the year off with a bang!
Both our A and B teams worked hard at training, although
much of our time was spent preparing for galas. As usual, most
of our swimmers performed well at galas, with the highlight
of our term being the very competitive PGSGU Interschools
Gala. This year we ended in fourth spot again, behind Herschel,
Rustenburg and Springfield, but it is clear from the results that
we are edging closer and closing the gap.
Our U13s were champions in their age group, with medalwinning swims from Tanith Ward (butterfly, backstroke, IM)
Gemma Harris (breaststroke) and both of the U13 relay teams
made up of Tanith Ward, Gemma Harris, Riley van Rensburg,
Amber Patterson and Hanim Jackson (freestyle and medley

relays). Other swimmers with podium finishes who earned
medals were Yashoda Middleton (U11, butterfly) and Aimee
Johnson (U12, breaststroke). Our swimmers even got a surprise
appearance from Duke who wished each swimmer with a highfive as they left school, cheering them on and getting them
into the WGJS ‘gees’. Fired up, our girls were in good spirits,
cheering loudly and excitedly, and swimming with the heart
of a lion. All our swimmers performed well throughout the
term, with excellent results and many swimmers swimming
out of their socks!
Our B team did not have the opportunity to participate in
many galas, but this gave them the chance to practise lots and
prepare well. Many surprises and loads of good swims later,
especially from our newbies, eagerly jumping in and filling in
where needed, they showed that hard work, a positive attitude
and dedication will always bear results. They carried the WGJS
colours proudly, in and out of the pool, and had fun doing so
too. It is always such a pleasure seeing swimmers grow and
make such huge improvements in such a short space of time.
Well done, girls!
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A highlight of every year is competing in the Sun Valley Gala.
I’m sure our swimmers would agree that they had loads of fun,
not only because they competed against schools we would
not normally swim against, like Bergvliet, Kirstenhof and Sun
Valley, but most probably because they were able to splash it
out in the pool with these co-ed schools. We definitely held
our own against the boys, and won a few races too, putting
WGJS onto the podium throughout the day. Adding to the fun
and relaxed atmosphere was the DJ, encouraging swimmers
and parents to cheer until they were hoarse! All in all, it was
a fun day out and should definitely be a gala we add to our
calendar next year.
One last 2020 swimming memory worth mentioning was
having a special guest join the girls for a surprise swim at one
of our training sessions. Mrs Cawcutt splashed it out with the
girls in our fun relay session, much to the delight of all. After all,
how many swimmers can claim to have raced their principal?
An experience that they’ll never forget!

W

e look forward to welcoming
all our WGJS mermaids back
again for another year of
swimming adventures when the time
is right.

g

One last word from our
WGJS swim team:

I KNOW I
SWIM LIKE A

Girl

Try to keep up!
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WATER POLO
WOW is the best word to describe the water polo season we had this
year. The girls wowed us in and out of the pool with their incredible
spirit, teamwork and sportsmanship. Our numbers grew a lot this
year and we saw many excited Grade 5s try water polo for the first
time. We had six excited teams playing weekly matches, and to see
our girls getting the basics perfected each week was great. We were
fortunate enough to have many home games this year and loved
seeing all the parents and supporters at our matches.
We welcomed Ms Heiberg, Mrs Hanekom and Ms McCurrach to
the coaching team. Our coaches quickly had the girls loving every
minute in the pool.

Here are some comments from our coaches:
I loved watching the girls excitedly jump into the pool each
week. They were great ambassadors for Wynberg.”

– Mrs Langdon
It was fantastic to see how the girls’ skills and enthusiasm for
water polo grew with every match and practice.”

– Ms Heiberg
It was exciting watching the girls’ confidence grow from
game to game. Teamwork truly made the dream work!”

– Mrs Hanekom
It was wonderful to see the enthusiasm the girls had and how
each girl improved as they got more and more water time.”

– Ms McCurrach

– Mrs Katelyn Langdon
87

CHESS
All professional chess players will tell you that you
need to read your opponent and plan not only your
or their next move but predict what their future moves
will be. Not one single chess player at WGJS or WBJS,
or the whole world of chess players in fact, could ever
have predicted what happened in 2020.
During the first term, the beginner boys from WBJS
joined our beginner girls on Tuesdays to learn the
basics of chess. The number of chess players was close
to 30 children. Thanks to the more advanced girls who
wanted to attend the Tuesday sessions, all the players
were taught how to play chess.
Term 2 came with a lockdown and chess didn’t
commence in the “usual” ways. Our chess players were
encouraged to play chess online and
at home, sharing tips among
themselves and with our
Facebook community for
how to improve their
game from home.
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FOUNDATION PHASE SPORTS DAY

In it for the ‘hot ’ run

g

Great fun was had at our Foundation Phase sports day held in
the first term. It seems like a lifetime ago. We were very lucky
to get in some fun, even on a day which could well be dubbed
the hottest day in Cape Town this year. The girls all participated
in a running race and a fun race.

Thank you to all the parents and girls who braved the
heat. Unfortunately, neither the parents or teachers had
the opportunity to participate and show their talents and
competitive nature this year as the heat became too much and
we ended the day early. Hopefully, we will be able to make up
for that next year.

S

o, start training now,
the heat is on!

g
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TENNIS
The focus of tennis this year has been to foster
a sense of independence and responsibility
in our tennis players on the court. The girls
scored their own matches and played with
confidence without direction from adults.
This year we entered two teams into the
U13 Tennis League. The level of tennis
played at WGJS is continuing to improve
and we are most proud of the individual
achievements of our players. The Tennis team
was fortunate to be able to play in the InterSchool PGSGU Tennis Tournament held at
Springfield Convent in the First Term. The girls
played their matches in good spirits
and demonstrated an excellent
understanding of the game and
true sportsmanship.

– Mrs Ashleigh Lindsay
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CHEERLEADING
Here are a few highlights from cheerleading in Term 1
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CHARITIES
Earlier in the year, the Grade 1s eagerly put on their sunscreen and
peak caps and participated in a beach clean-up on Hout Bay Beach.
The girls gathered on a Saturday morning and enjoyed their time in
the sun, making memories and doing their part for the environment.
The Grade 3s outing to SANCCOB Seabird Rehabilitation Centre
challenged them to show their appreciation for all those who give of
their time. They decided to write letters to the volunteers thanking them
for all they do.
As a result of the pandemic, we were provided with an opportunity
to rethink the way in which we serve. We then adopted the mantra
of service starts at home. We were blown away by how many girls and
their families embraced this and showed their generosity by doing
small acts for their communities.
During Nelson Mandela month we hosted a canned food drive with
the option of donating financially through Karri. The sudden closure
of schools didn’t stop the donation boxes from overflowing and
the contributions on Karri exceeded our expectations amounting to
over R12 000! At the end of July we were able to support five homes.
Little Brinks and St. Michael’s Children’s Home received the canned
food while Sunshine School, Home of Hope, Heaven’s Nest and
Baphumelele Children’s Home received an equal monetary donation.

We are so thankful for your continued generosity and
support during these uncertain times.

“Small acts, when multiplied by millions
of people, can transform the world.”
– Howard Zinn
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SENIOR AFTERCARE
My favourite memory in
Aftercare is, the time we went
to the pool and on one Friday
when we all played games.
Those are my favourite
memories in Aftercare.”

– Layla Morrison, 5A

My fondest memory of Aftercare
was sitting outside after a long
hard day’s work, talking to each
other. Just feeling the sun’s
rays on my face just makes me
forget about all the troubles
there are and reminds me to
just live in the moment!”



– Tatum Barnes, 7C

I loved when we went
outside on a Friday and got
ice-lollies and messed them
all over ourselves and we just
couldn’t stop laughing.”

– Jade Jarvis, 6C
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JUNIOR AFTERCARE
I like Aftercare because of the
obstacle courses and because
they treat us very nicely.”

– Veronica Hinson, 3B
I like Aftercare because it’s fun
and I like the activities.”

– Myla Oosthuizen, 1A

I like playing on the field and
on the astro.”

– Mila Watkins, 2B
I like aftercare because we
watch movies and do dances.”

– Nokwanda Leitch, 2B

I like aftercare because I like the
obstacle courses and I like to
watch movies.”
 – Willow-Jagger Pinkham, 2B
I like aftercare because of the
snacks and the obstacle courses.”

– Zethu Leitch, R4
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READING PARTNERS
Paired reading is a research-based fluency strategy used with
readers who lack fluency. In this strategy, learners read aloud
to each other. When using partners, more fluent readers are
paired with less fluent readers. Our Grade 7s are paired with
learners from Grade 1 – Grade 3. The two learners sit next
to each other and the more fluent reader points her finger

under the words being read. There is some evidence that
simply giving children more attention can actually improve
their reading. The girls’ nurturing bond helps to make reading
fun and less intimidating for those learners who find reading
challenging and are still developing their reading fluency.
These photos are from the first two weeks of Reading Pairs.
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ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS
In February of this year we celebrated being awarded the
“Green status” by WESSA. Congratulations to the pupils, staff
and families who made this possible.
This year, WGJS decided to get actively involved in an
environmental issue and show their care by doing something
more than making a donation or buying something.
The staff were enthused by this decision and wanted to do
their bit to make a difference.
During the first term, a few classes decided to combine their
love of going on thought-provoking and interesting outings
with something that could help the environment at the
same time.
Some classes took part in a beach clean-up, while others visited
Intaka Island in Century City and while learning about wetlands
and food chains, the girls were enthusiastic about walking
around with gloves, picking up litter to keep the birds, small
buck and water birds safe. Another class visited SANCCOB to
learn about the harmful effects of pollution on our ocean life
and how they, as young individuals, can make a difference.

In March, the Covid-19 pandemic arrived in South Africa
and everything changed. With the national lockdown, we
were limited with what we could do. Many photographs
started to surface on social media showing how nature was
recovering world-wide, thanks to less cars on the roads and
people staying at home. Closer to home, the penguins at the
Boulders Beach Penguin Colony began to wander further
into Simons Town, with the beaches and roads being far
quieter than usual.
If there is perhaps one lesson to learn from the Covid-19
lockdown, it is that if we step back and give Mother Nature
a chance to breathe, we can coexist even better than before.
As you enter 2021: keep helping, keep being that individual
who starts small and models to the world what we are able
to do.

I

f we all play a role, we can
all make a difference
.

g

Every individual matters. Every individual has a role to play.
Every individual makes a difference.”

– Jane Goodall
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FUNDRAISING
We started 2020 with new and exciting ideas for
fundraising. We held elections at our meet-theteacher evenings where parents voted in the new
PTA. This group of parents met and were very excited
as they planned different events for the year.

PICNIC
Our first event was our ever-popular family picnic on
the WGJS Janet Hyland Astro. The picnic was open to
all grades and each family brought their own picnic
goodies along. The event was enjoyed by all the
families who attended, and it was wonderful to see
families and learners getting to know one another
as the first term got into full swing. The Grade 6
teachers and learners organised wonderful games
which kept all the younger children busy and not
wanting to go home. Next year, we hope this event
will be even bigger and better than ever before, so
be sure not to miss out.

VALENTINE’S DAY
Our learners and staff all came to school dressed in
red, white and pink to celebrate Valentine’s Day. This
day was made more enjoyable by having the option
to buy a heart shaped ice-cream!
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SWIMAFUN
We were all very excited that we were able to have
a Swimafun after not being able to do this for the
last two years due to water restrictions. We thank all
of our families who supported us and got involved
with selling these tickets. We were very proud of the
number of tickets sold. Unfortunately, the first term
had to come to a sudden end which meant we were
unable to enjoy the Swimafun Day we had planned
with waterslides and ice-creams. We were however,
able to conduct our raffle draw virtually and hope all
the winners enjoyed their prizes.
The other events which we had planned were unable
to take place due to the Covid-19 pandemic and will
hopefully be carried over into 2021.
Our thanks go to all the parents, grand-parents, and
extended families of WGJS who swipe their Makro
and MySchool cards and continue to support WGJS
in this way. If you have not linked your cards to WGJS,
we ask you to please consider doing so.
Finally, we extend our gratitude to Zulpha Ajam
who has been part of the Fundraising team for the
last 7 years.

W

e are very grateful
for all the support and
hard work!

g

2020

PTA COMMITTEE
BACK:

Mr B. Paleker,
Mrs D. Breuninger,
Dr L. Dickson-Hall,
Mrs M. Korsten
MIDDLE:

Mrs M. Koopman,
Mrs P. Pinkham,
Mrs S. Greenfield,
Mrs Z. Ajam
FRONT:

Mrs F. Waggie,
Mr D. Leitch
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ART ROOM
Not much time was spent in the Art Room this
year, but creativity continued in our homes and
classes.
Creating the online Art lessons was both fun and
challenging as the availability of art materials at
home had to be considered.
I was so proud and thrilled when I saw all the
fabulous artworks that the girls had managed to
do during lockdown. Art activities and learning
continued. Our Grade 7s even managed to write
an end-of-year art exam.
Our annual Art Exhibition could not take place
this year, but we have learnt that we can always
continue to be creative – including art into our
daily lives by doodling, sketching, colouring,
designing, journaling and creating.

– Mrs Wendy Sergeant
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MISS A MCMINN

MISS F BRAND

MISS J SCOTT

MISS K DUFF

MISS S SNYCKERS

MR D RJIKERS

FULL TIME STAFF

PART TIME STAFF

MUSICAL MOMENTS

MRS C HART

MISS B PIETERS

MISS Z LIGHTLEY

MISS T PETERS

Thank you to our noteworthy teachers
MR M FERRANDI

MR R HACK

MRS J GRANT

We appreciate our wonderful music teachers for
sharing their talents, passion for music, endless
patience and the joy of music making with our girls.

Some Music Staff Jokes
g

JENNIFER GRANT

FRANCES BRAND

DAMIAN RIJKERS

Why did the pianist keep banging his
head against the piano?

What do you get when you cross a
sweet potato and a jazz musician?

Did you hear about the drummer that
gave his daughters all the same name?

HE WAS PLAYING BY EAR.

What’s the difference between a piano
and a fish?
YOU CAN’T TUNA FISH.

SASKIA SNYKERS
What kind of music are balloons
afraid of?

A YAM SESSION!

KERRYN DUFF

TAMAY PETERS

If lost in the woods, who do you ask for
directions? An in-tune tenor sax player,
an out-of-tune tenor sax player, or
Santa Claus?

I keep hearing music come from
the printer.

THE OUT-OF-TUNE TENOR SAX
PLAYER. THE OTHER TWO INDICATE
THAT YOU’RE HALLUCINATING.

POP MUSIC.

COLLEEN HART
While watching Dracula, I was surprised
by how good he was at playing the
church organ. But then, you know what
they say about Count Dracula.
HIS BITE IS WORSE THAN HIS BACH.
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ANNA 1, ANNA 2, ANNA 3, ANNA 4.

I THINK THE PAPER IS JAMMING.

Why couldn’t the athlete listen to
her music?
BECAUSE SHE BROKE THE RECORD!

Kenny G gets on an elevator and says
“Wow! This rocks!”

BRONWYN PIETERS
How do you know if a singer is at
your door?
THEY CAN’T FIND THE KEY AND THEY
NEVER KNOW WHEN TO COME IN.

ZOË LIGHTLEY
Why is a piano so hard to open?
BECAUSE THE KEYS ARE ON THE
INSIDE.

Virtual Lunchtime Concerts
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Click on the buttons or visit our Facebook page to view the concerts

11 JUNE

25 JUNE

23 JULY

Kylie Andrews

Sadie Thomas
(and family)

Bono Mbuyazi

Kayleigh Milne

Gabriella Alexander

Jo Hulley
Mila Newton
Salma Domingo
Emily Burke
Morgan Carter
Gabriella Pasquelle
Michaela Chikwete
Nuha Timm

Khadija Jabaar
Jorja Bailey
Olivia Oettle
Liezl Engelbrecht
Lisa Fabris
Hera Benade

2 JULY
Kay-Leigh Williams

18 JUNE
Emily le Roux
Khadija Jabaar

Haidyn Spurr
Liezl Engelbrecht
Hannah George

Emma Kemp
Yusra Ismail
Nuha Timm
Karys Koopman
Adriana Schwalbach
Veronica White-Phillips

Giuliana Castle
Kayleigh Milne
Salma Domingo

27 AUGUST
Emily van Eyssen

Ciara Beukes
Kayleigh Milne

Na’ila van Graan

Rhoda Japie
Hanaan Sadien
Veronica Hinson
Sarah Ruthenberg
Kaira Fisher-Humbles
Kayleigh Milne
Lexi Koopman

16 JULY

Salma Domingo

Morgan Carter
Aarya Ghorpade
Thaakirah Sarvan
Nuha Timm
Quinne du Preez

VIRTUAL LUNCHTIME CONCERTS
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Live recitals

g

The following students made WGJS
history with the first live-streamed
performances. Each performance was
live streamed to the WGJS Facebook
page and could be watched in real time!

GEMMA HARRIS (GRADE 7)
1  “Andante in A”

by Joseph Haydn (1732–1809)
– Grade 5 piano level
2  “Plauderei”

by Thomas Kirchner (1823–1903)
– Grade 5 piano level
3  “Film Noir”

by Mike Cornick (born 1947)

– Grade 5 piano level

TATUM BARNES (GRADE 7)
1  “Rigaudon”

by Georg Philipp Telemann (1681–1767)
– Grade 2 piano level
2  “The Ballerina”

by Ray Moor (1939–2003)
– Grade 2 piano level
3  “Persian Holiday”

by Sam Cleaver (b.1982)

– Grade 2 piano level

NA’ILA VAN GRAAN (GRADE 7)
1  “Almost a Canon”

by Johann Joseph Fux (1660–1741)
– Grade 2 piano level
2  “The Rowboat”

by Felicitas Kukuck (1914–2001)
– Grade 2 piano level
3  “Shepherd’s Melody”

by Rainer Mohrs (b. 1953)
– Grade 2 piano level

HANNAH GEORGE (GRADE 7)
1  “Lesson in C” by Anton Diabelli (1781–1858)

– Piano grade 2 level

2  “Lazy Bear” by Vitalij Neugasimov (born 1978)

– Piano grade 2 level

3  “Ja–Da” by Bob Carleton (c.1894–1956)

– Piano grade 2 level

THE
SCANODE TO
!
QR C Y THEM
ENJO

LANA WILLIAMS (GRADE 7)
1  “Sonatina in A minor”

by Georg Benda (1723–99)
– Grade 4 piano level
2  “Holiday in Paris”

by William Gillock (1917–93)
– Grade 4 piano level
3  “The Reef”

by Walter Carroll (1869–1955)
– Grade 4 piano level

JORJA BAILEY (GRADE 7)
1 “Giga” by Carlos de Seixas
2 “Allegretto grazioso” by Cornelius Gurlitt
3 “Blues in the attic” by Nikki Illes

JORJA FAULMANN (GRADE 7)
Jorja will be playing the following pieces on violin:
1 “Solveigs Sang” by Edvard Grieg (1843–1907)
2 “Giga” by George Saint-George (1841–1924)
3 “Quizás, quizás, quizás” by Osvaldo Farrés (1903–1985)

MICHAELA CHIKWETE (GRADE 7)
1  “Dance of the Mirlitons”

by Pyotr II’yich Tchaikovsky
2 “Boogalie-Woogalie” by Keith Bartlett
3 “The Mexican Hat Dance” Trad. Mexican

EISTEDDFOD!
Congratulations to the following students who
participated in the first Cape Town Virtual Eisteddfod!

RECITAL CATEGORY:
Lana Williams (piano)

INDIVIDUAL PIECES CATEGORY:
Hannah George (piano)
Salma Domingo (piano)
Amy Adams (piano)

LIVE RECITALS
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MUSIC LESSONS
DURING LOCKDOWN
GEMMA HARRIS GR 7 –

Mrs C Hart

Piano

Mrs C Hart

Piano
Mr R Ferrandi

NABEELA SALIE GR 6 –

“Lockdown has been a challenge. There have been
moments of joy, but also some of great sadness and
loneliness. My greatest source of happiness during
the ‘lows’ has been my music. Playing the piano
has helped to create an environment of relaxation,
enjoyment and fun.”

JESS HULLEY GR 6 –

from
s
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n
e
m
Com tudents
M us ic S

Piano

“Playing piano during lockdown has helped me get
through bad emotions during these hard times. Every
music piece I play, brings joy and happiness into my
life. Sometimes I even write my own songs according to
what I’m feeling.”

Drum kit
Mr D Rijkers

“Through lockdown I had piano once a week. It was a
little hard over Zoom but it was fun to learn new things.
I learnt a lot of new piano skills, as this was my first year
playing the piano. It was a little hard at first, but I feel a bit
more used to playing the piano now. I also enjoy it more
now than I did before because I am more familiar with the
notes. I feel piano has helped me in lockdown because
once I get the right notes or complete pieces, it gives me a
little more confidence and makes nice sounding music.”

AALIYAH RAWOOT GR 2 –

Mrs K Duff

Recorder

“Music has kept me occupied and busy during
lockdown. It helped me when feeling lonely because I
could focus on my music when I was missing my family
and friends. I practiced often during lockdown and I got
further in my lessons than I expected. I also learnt to
really enjoy playing my recorder.”

EMMA KEMP GR 6 –

AARYA GHORPADE GR 6 –

“Music has helped me through lockdown when I
needed something fun and exciting to do. I have learnt
a lot of new things in lockdown while playing the
drums like how to play “Help!” by the Beatles and how
to play more genres of drumming like Swing and Latin.
I also learnt how to play in three over four timing and I
learnt a lot more about my electrical drum kit.”

Ms B Pieters

Piano

LEAH BROWN GR R –

KAY-LEIGH NICOLE WILLIAMS GR 3 –

Mrs C Hart

“Music has helped me through lockdown because
making some happy music helps me to calm down
about all the spreading of Covid-19 and people dying.
The reason why I started music is because it sounded
interesting. I chose the piano because I have heard a lot
of beautiful pieces and I wanted to play like that.”

Piano

“I missed my friends from the school a lot during the
lockdown. Whenever I play piano at home, it feels like
I am back at school for a moment! Music has helped
entertain me for the past few weeks.”

Ms Duff

Recorder

“Leah enjoys playing the recorder because she
loves making music. Leah has grown so much
learning how to play her recorder during lockdown
with her teacher.”

MUSIC LESSONS

109

EMILY BROWN GR 2 –

Ms Duff

Recorder

“Emily loves learning new notes and enjoys the
new pieces she learns with Ms Duff.”

QÀDIRA DE VRIES GR 1 –

Ms S Snyckers

Violin

“I am enjoying my music lessons with teacher Saskia
during lockdown. I look to forward to our Zoom
meetings. I am very proud of my progress. I have learnt
to hold my bow and I can now play ‘Steppingstones’
using my bow. I find it very calming to play my violin.
I also enjoy chatting to teacher Saskia about my cats.”

SALMA DOMINGO GR 4 –

Ms B Pieters

Piano

“Mrs Philander was my amazing piano teacher since
2012 so when she left during lockdown, it was so sad
for me to not to hug her and say goodbye in person,
but my new teacher, Miss Pieters is kind and I knew that
second that I liked her; she made learning to change
easy. Playing piano brought me joy during lockdown.”

SALMA DOMINGO GR 4 –

Ms J Scott

Cello

“Lockdown has taught me to adapt because my first
lesson felt a bit strange but soon after I got used to it.
Plus, I had to learn how to tune my own cello. Miss
Scott makes me feel so good when I’m learning and
always encourages me.”

NAMITA DHAYA GR 7 –

Mr R Hack

Guitar

“During the lockdown, music helped me because I had
a lot more free-time to play and practice. It also helped
me to boost my mood as it carries many different
emotions with it. It was a magical way of cheering me
up especially during this pandemic.”

NA’ILA VAN GRAAN GR 7 –

Ms B Pieters

Piano

“Music has been an amazing escape from what
has being going on in the world at the moment.
It never fails to make me happy and calm
me down.”

Guitar

EMILY VOLKER GR 7 –

Mr R Hack

“Not only has my instrument given me something to do
during this time, it’s given me a sense of accomplishing
something. Before lockdown, I had many things going
on, and many things I was accomplishing, so I had very
little time to focus on my instrument. When lockdown
came, everything stopped, so it was either devices or
music before home-schooling started. I’m glad I chose
music because I have improved a lot in my playing.”

NUHA SABAN GR 4 –

Mrs J Grant

Piano

“Lockdown has allowed me to concentrate on my piano
practice. It fills the house with calming tunes.
I’m learning so many new pieces and enjoying the
online teaching with Mrs Grant.”

MALAIKA KAZADI GR 6 –

Ms Z Lightley

Violin

“My online violin lessons helped me through lockdown
because everything has changed since the beginning
of lockdown and doing my online music lessons
made me feel like there was a bit of calm in the chaos.
Getting to know my teacher, Ms Lightley, was one of
the highlights of my lessons. I also learned new and
interesting pieces that challenged me.”

AMY RICHARDS GR 3 –

Ms Z Lightley

Violin

“My violin kept me company and kept me busy during
the lockdown. I learned that if you work hard and
practice you can make beautiful music.”
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EMILY LE ROUX GR 4 –

Ms T Peters

Flute

“I have been happy doing music online during
lockdown. I liked seeing my teacher every week and
learning new pieces. I also enjoyed doing a lunch
time concert and watching the other girls.”

SARAH RUTHENBERG GR 5 –

Mrs J Grant

Piano

“Music has helped me to have something to
focus on during lockdown as I prepare for my
Grade 2 exam.”

Violin
Ms Z Lightley

Piano
Ms B Pieters

RHODA JAPIE GR 5 –

“Music has helped me by calming me when I feel
nervous or angry. I have learnt to appreciate all the
little things.”

JORJA FAULMANN GR 7 –

Ms Z Lightley

Violin

“I enjoy playing my violin because it makes me feel
happy and confident. It helped me through lockdown
to look on the bright side. I learnt that music will help
me get through tough or difficult times in the future.”

Violin

CLEO PEDDIE GR 2 –

EILAH FAULMANN GR 4 –

“I got to practise more when lockdown started, so I’ve
learned to use three fingers. I was excited to get a new
music book and a bigger violin. I was happy when I was
in the lunchtime concert on Facebook. I was scared of
Zoom calls, but now I’m a bit more brave.”

“Playing my violin is so much fun! It helped me
through lockdown in hard times. It makes me feel
joyful and gives me a positive attitude.”

SAFFIYA EMJEDI GR 2 –

Ms Z Lightly

Violin

“I really enjoy my online music lessons with Miss
Lightly. During lock down my music helped me to keep
busy and I enjoyed connecting with my teacher. It was
nice to see her and talk to her. Music helps to calm me
and is beautiful to listen to!”

MORGAN CARTER GR 4 –

Mr R Hack

Guitar

“Music really helped me during lockdown. It made
me feel so relaxed and calm as this lockdown period
was very stressful at times because of COVID 19. It’s
an awesome “feel good” thing to do. I love playing the
guitar. I would love to become a famous guitar player.”

Ms Z Lightley

LEXI KOOPMANN GR 3 –

Ms B Pieters

Piano

“I think the piano has helped me because I am doing
way better with my school work, it’s teaching me about
music and I love my new piano teacher.”

HANNAH SMITH GR 6 –

Mrs J Grant

Piano

“Music makes me very happy! Being able to continue
my lessons during lockdown has kept me calm. I love
playing the piano.”

MUSIC LESSONS
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Piano

TATUM BARNES GR 7 –

Ms B Pieters

“Music has helped me cope with the stress of
school because it was pretty weird being at home
for such a long time and suddenly returning to school.
So, it brought me a lot of joy in a time of sadness.”

MILA NEWTON GR 3 –

Ms T Peters

Piano

“I enjoy playing the piano it is loads of fun.
My favourite song to play is Mister Dragon.
I am enjoying learning the A minor, C major,
G major and D major scales.”

WI-AAM ABADER GR 7 –

Mrs Duff

Saxophone

“Music for me has been one of my greatest escapes
when times have been hard. With lock down and just
in general it got really hard at times because there’s
not much to do or I was just in a bad situation with
everything. Music has helped me a lot because when
I am playing my instrument and as my teacher loves
to say “your instrument is your voice” I feel like I’m in
another world and there are no worries. So, music
for me was and is just an escape or distraction from
everything happening.”

Violin
Ms Z Lightley

LEAH SMITH GR 3 –

“I love my new teacher and really enjoy my
lessons during lockdown. Playing the violin makes
me very happy and it keeps me busy while I have to
stay indoors.”

CIARA BEUKES GR 3 –

Mr Ferrandi

“I loved playing the piano with my family.”

LWAZI TALIWE GR 5 –

Mr R Hack

Mrs Duff

Saxophone

“Music has helped me express my frustrations
during lockdown and it has kept me busy when
I have nothing to do. It is extremely fun and a positive
light in my life.”

Guitar

“The lessons were strange, but I have gotten used to
it. At home there is not much to do especially during
winter because of the rain so I never get bored because
I can always practice a song or learn new thing about
the guitar.”

MEGAN QUINLAN GR 5 –

Ms J Scott

HANNAH ISAACS GR 7 –

Piano

Cello

“It was weird at first and the sound was not great. As
I got used to it, I started to enjoy it. It was easier as I
didn’t have to carry the cello around at school! It also
gave me the experience of doing it online so that if this
ever happens again, I know how it works. As my music
teacher wasn’t there to tune my cello, I learned to tune
it myself with her directing me online.”

MUSIC LESSONS
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DRAMA

Lights, camera, action!

g

The stage was set for yet another brilliant night of performances,
celebrating the ten-year anniversary of the Shakespeare for
Schools Festival programme headed up by one of our own
parents, Kseniya Filinova-Bruton.
This year, our Grade 7s delighted the audience with their “flower
power” version of A Midsummer Night’s Dream. The beautiful
colours added to a delightful rendition of a Shakespearean
soap opera!
The cosy, intimate feel at the Fugard Theatre was our venue
for this event.
Inside the dressing room the excitement was tangible. Can
you imagine 28 teenagers surrounded by mirrored walls and
a lonely piano begging to be played? Thankfully coffee and
chocolate kept the teachers sane! This set the scene for what
was to be a memorable day for all. The girls mingled with

fellow actors from the Wynberg Boys’ Junior and High school
campus and were amped for the day. The girls experienced a
full dress rehearsal, sound checks, spots and warm-up sessions.
They were exhausted and realised that the art of acting takes
dedication, teamwork, effort and a lot of respect for others.
Not to mention a good dose of silliness too.
With Covid-19 putting an end to any further drama club activities
this year, we are so thankful that we were able to enjoy this
electric performance. One of the few pre-lockdown activities
which the Grade 7s can bank and take with them forever as they
have experienced a rather different final year of junior school.

W

e are so proud of their
accomplishments.

g

– Miss Caroline Woodin and Miss Tamara Fernandes
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THEME YEAR REPORTS
key to success is to keep
believing in yourself … this was

The

the goal and theme of 2020
at WGJS.

Our Values of Respect, Awareness, Kindness, Persistence,
Resilience, Proactivity and Reliability remained the foundation
stones on which we strive to build the young ladies of the future.
2020 and COVID-19 certainly put all these values to the test for
learners and educators alike.
We are very proud to report that our girls responded to
this ‘new normal’ in a mature, informed, cooperative and
responsible manner in all grades, reflecting the years of the
core values being taught, demonstrated and practised.
Grade 7 girls have benefitted from this practice throughout
their years at WGJS and it was noted and evident in their
mindset when faced with the challenges and disappointments
during their final year of primary school.
Duke and Yeti (our mascots) worked together to ensure
we were all aware of the new protocols and procedures.
Demonstrating that care, love and friendship can still be given
even when social distancing.
So the Key to Success this year was most definitely to Keep
Believing in Yourself and the strength obtained through
holding good values, working together, being resilient ,
showing kindness in being aware of others in difficulty or
need, and proactively persisting to conclude this year as
successfully as possible.

– Mrs Wendy Sergeant & Mrs Katrina McFarlane
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EMOTIONAL INTELLIGENCE
& SELF-CARE
Self-care
The definition of self-care, according to the dictionary is ‘the
practice of taking an active role in protecting one’s own wellbeing and happiness, in particular during periods of stress’. We
have been experiencing some very stressful times this year
and self-care is needed more than ever. It is not a selfish act
but a necessary act.

Emotional Intelligence
It has been more important than ever this year to access our
emotional intelligence. EQ is the ability to understand, use
and manage our own emotions in a positive way to relieve
stress. There are generally five pillars to EQ: self-awareness, selfregulation, motivation, empathy and social skills.
We continued with our integrated EQ lessons in Term 1 and
looked at mindfulness, ‘I’ statements, self-esteem, the proper
apology and friendships. EQ activities continued during
lockdown online schooling and focused on how to deal with
stress and anxiety and how valuable it is to express emotions
appropriately in trying and difficult times.
The girls continue to enjoy these exchanges and we have seen
the difference in their overall ability to understand, process
and express their emotions.

At WGJS we have tried to encompass this concept especially
during the pandemic and have encouraged our staff, girls and
families practise self-care.
Self-care is essential for our mental health and can range from
taking some time out for you, whether that be taking a walk,
having a bubble bath, reading a book or to monitoring how
much you say ‘yes’ to people. An act of self-care can also be asking
people around you for support or telling someone that you need
a little self-care today and asking them to be patient with you.
It can also be the small moments, the 30 seconds to close your
eyes, speak to yourself, stand still and be present in the moment.
Self-care is about being good to yourself,
it’s about being as kind to yourself as
you would be to others.

S

o remember to
take some time to
self-care today and
tomorrow and support
others to do the same

g

115

FAMILIES
Being part of a family creates a sense of belonging, and we
wanted to foster this between different grades – and in so
doing, foster friendships and mentoring throughout WGJS.
‘Family groups’ are made up of girls from each grade within
their houses with a Grade 7 girl being the mother figure of the
group. We started in Term 1 with a session on getting to know
your family. We created family crests with mottos and enjoyed
a lovely family picnic together.
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While we couldn’t do any more family gatherings outside
of Term 1, as a concept we expect it to flourish and create
opportunities for leadership, communication and
mutual support. We look forward to our
family reunions in 2021!

BIG SISTER, LITTLE SISTER
The Big Sister mentoring programme between
Wynberg Girls’High School and our school started
11 years ago. The programme is organised and
led by Grade 11 and 12 girls who are trained peer
guides, and mentor a group of Grade 5 girls, they
meet on a weekly basis and together participate
in group discussions and fun activities with
the focus on self-esteem, confidence, conflict
management and boundaries, to name a few.
Although the programme only ran in Term
1 due to school closures the girls benefited
greatly from this mentoring experience. The Big
and Little sisters sent letters of positivity and
encouragement to each other during lockdown,
and it is through connections like this that our
girls are able to thrive and grow.
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THE DUKE REPORT

W

hat a year it has been for
Yeti and I! 2020 was not what
we expected.

g

While we were not able to take part in many of our favourite
school activities and extra murals this year, we still tried to
make the most of it by meeting our friends online and being
socially distant when we were back on the school grounds.
Yeti’s international travels were halted, and boy did we miss
travelling to amazing places with our Wynberg families. But
our travels were different this year – we were invited into many
homes, through a video call – and we got to see our friends’
pets and families, and these have been special times too.

Our favourite memories:
1 Going to school in our pyjamas, in our bedrooms.
2 Getting to spend more quality time at home –

just Yeti and I.
3 Being invited into so many homes –

through video calls!
4 Learning new skills like baking and improving our

computer skills!
5 Finally coming back to school and seeing all our

friends again!

We’ve had to put many of the values we’ve learnt at school
into practice this year – persistence, resilience, proactivity
and awareness – in order to deal with the challenges that the
Covid-19 virus brought into our lives.

It was tough,
but we made it!
Yeti and I recently sat down to discuss our favourite memories
from this year, and the lessons we’ll take with us into next:

Lessons to take forward:
1 Never take your family and friends for granted –

you never know when you might not be able to
see them.
2 Cherish a hug – oh how we’ve missed hugs!
3 Be willing to adapt – we were forced to adapt to

new circumstances at the drop of a hat – which
makes handling change in the future much easier!
4 Don’t take yourself too seriously – it’s important to

laugh and enjoy the little blessings in life!
5 Patience really is a virtue. Sometimes, we just have to

wait a little longer to see the rainbow!
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MY REFLECTIONS ON 2020
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